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Illinois Ornithological Society 
Letter from the editor 

P::ul of the reason for TOS' existence and for this journal is to publish 
scientific data collected via Christmas and Spring Bird Counts and throughout 
the four seasons. Much of this data is gathered by everyday birders like you and 
me who are interested in improving our identification skills, documenting 
breeding success, recording migration Lrcnds, observing birds in the backyard, 
or engaging in myriad other Vv'ays to enjoy birding in Illinois. 

While the data may appem· to be just an extensive list of species and 
numbers, I urge you to take a closer look. What you discover could enhance your 
enjoyment of birds as well as help future researchers in their quest to protect the 
birds of Illinois. 

While doing a breeding bird transect survey of two Lake County Forest 
Preserves this sununer, I reviewed Vernon Kleen's 1992 and 1993 breeding 
season rcp01ts published in Meadowlark. I learned that Alder and Least 
Flycatchers are late migrants and that I could not necessarily count them as 
breeding birds even if they did appear in mid-June. 

An Illinois Department of Conservation wildlife biologist also informed 
me that he has usedMeadowlark' s published data for research on Canada Geese. 

These experiences encouraged me to send my bird sightings to U1e 
appropriate field notes edilors. I hope you will do so, too.Just send your detailed 
information - species seen, exact date, and exact location including city and 
county - to the editors mentioned at the end of the reports. 

And before you go out in the field, why not check the back pages of 
Meadowiark? There is a great deal to be leame<l lhere. 

Should you have questions or comments about U1e data we publish in 
Meadowlark, please write to me or one of the field notes editors. And while 
you've still got pen in hand, lh::ink Vemnn Kleen, Robert Danley, Robert Chapel, 
and Eric Walters for the many long hours they have putintocompiling this useful 
infonnation. 

� � '2/"4.,v 
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About Our Cover 

David Athans drew the male and 
female Oldsquaw in winter plumage. 
The Oldsquaw was one of 27 species 
of ducks seen in Sangamon Counly 
last winter. Athans, a member of the 
Chicago Ornithological Society, has 
exhibited his drawings at U1e Mid
west Birding Symposiwn and also 
sells his works through Wild Birds 
Unlimited. Athans accepts commis
sioned work mid can be reached al 
708-388-0285. 
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President's Message 

The new year bas not yet begun 
and we are already planning for the 
1995 annual meeting. The first one, 
held in late April, was quite suc
cessful and capably run by our new 
board member, Dick Blewett. At 
the meeting, Dr. David Willard 
talked about taxonomy and genet
ics, using some of the Field Mu
seum ofN atural History's rare skins 
which attendees were able to see up 
close. Joe Milosevich spoke about 
bow he gets those unique photos of 
nesting birds you see in Meadow
lark, and Dave Johnson presented a 
slide show about Chicago's rare 
birds. 

The vision for our annual meet
ing is still evolving. I urge you to 
add your input and energy into help
ing shape this important IOS func
tion. Should we schedule it for a 
single day or an entire weekend? 
Should we focus mainly on field 
trips or lectures? Dick Blewett is 
happy to hear suggestions. He wel
comes your ideas on speakers as 
well as how we can make the meet
ing more successful such as per
haps co-sponsoring the event with 
local birding clubs. Your involve
ment can greally affect U1is vital 
IOS event 

Copyright by the Illinois Ornithological 
Society. No part of this journal may be 
reproduced without the written per
mission of IOS and the chief editor, 
except for brief passages of a para
graph or less in which attribution is 
made to the journal and author. 
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Christmas Bird Counts: 

Science or Seance? 

Few who have braved abru-
tally cold December day on a Christ-

mas Bird Count in Illinois would con
sider it a had experience. On the 

contrary, il is one that bonds the many 
birders who annually give their time 
and energy to counting birds. And 
there is always Lhe chance that one 
mi ght hear Lhe mellifluous call of a 

winter rarity such as a Carolina Wren 
or catch a Bald Eagle soaring along Lhe 
shoreline of Lake Michigan. It is, in 
short, a tenific birding event. But is it 
science? Are Ch1istmas Bird Counts 

(CBCs) merely interesting outings or 

do ll1ey actually make a signilicant 
contribution Lo our understanding of 

how many birds there are in em"ly 

winter in North America and where 
U1ey arc. located? 

CBCs asscience me clearly flawed, 
p<utly because of defects inherent in 
the system, and partly because or the 

!imitations of t110se who participale in 
the program. As John Terborgh said, 

the count is "basically an organized 

competiti on and social event for 
hinkrs." Y ct, for all of its problems, 
lhe CBC continues lo he used by orni
thologists, cnvironmcntalisL-;, and gov
cnunentpolicymakers. Terborghhirn
selfconcedes that the CBC has served 
well because it "constitutes the longest 
continuous record of bird populations 

availableinNorlhAmerica'' (Tcrlx)fgh 

1989). So the fact is that the CBC's 

extensive data, both long-term and 
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large-scale, and its broad coverage on 

the continent, provide a rich resource 
of information despite the inherent 
mullilude of methodological sins. 

The CBC began quite modestly in 

1900 when a mere 27 people, spon
sored by the forerunner of the Nation al 
i\11ct11hon Socicly, 11nrlertook a c<)unt 
in several selected spots around U1e 
country. Since then, the CBC, held 
within two weeks of Christmas, has 
grown a t an enormous rate, to the point 
wherein 1992rnore lhan40,000 people 
pmticipated. Each group covers a 15-

milc diameter circle on foot, bicycles, 

by William Moskoff 

and snowshoes , and in cars, boat<;, m1d 

cvci1 planes. 

The CBC is not the only effort to 
counl birds. There m·e many surveys 
covering local areas, whether of r ook
e1ics or aelial surveys of wading birds. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

and the Canadicu1 Wildlife Service 

conduct the Breeding Bird Survey 
(BBS) to count breedin g pairs of every 

species with in a narrowly defined area 
of a particular kind of habitat. The 
BBS is a demanding exercise, requir

ing more skill and patience than the 
CBC. Those who do the breeding sur-

Chrisunas Bird Count: A Historical Perspective 

Prior 10 I 90(} Christmas Day in America wa� not for count

ing birds, but for hunting them. Orni thologist Frank Chapman decided 
in 1900 to change that tradition by organizing bird counts in the 

norU1eas1 on ChrisumL<; Day. 

Chapman csiablishcd 25 cr1unls with 27 observers. Today, 

t11e mrnual birding event encompasses more than 1,600 counts nation
wide as well <L� in Cm1ada, Mexico, Central America, m1d even Brazil. 
In addition, al least 10 counts arc held in the Paci fic lslm1ds. 

In North Ameri ca , more than 600 species are recorded 

annually by s ome 40,000 observers. The count has become a snc:i�11, 
sci en tific, ;Uld recreational event. Often the bird data round-up is clone 

at traditional countdown p�u-tit:s 'Nhcre birders keep their rarities a 
secret until the end, like seasoned poker players. 

Frank Chapmcu1' s subslilute for the Chtistmas slauglllcr has 
now become a competitive sport m1d a nearly I 00-yem-old lradilion. 
The ChrisllmL� count is today and perhaps a!ways will be ll1c largest 
avi;rn data collection effort by birders. 

Meadowlark 



Bundledfor warmth, the se wintertime birders scout for some rare avianj!nds. Scenes like 
this are common during annual Christmas Bird Counts. Photo by Annalee Fjellberg. 

vey musl recognize bird calls and nest
ing behavior as well as distinguish 
breeders from transients. But because 
the BBS is usually done in June, it 
often misses birds including raptors, 
coastal, and wetlands species which 
breed before the BBS isdone1 (Butcher 
1990). Thus, the CBC is useful for the 
mere fact that it covers a different time 
period than the BBS. 

Trends in population changes can 
be compared using the two surveys. 
The BBS is generally regarded as the 
sounder of the two surveys from a 
methodological perspective, but in a 
study done comparing population 
changes of seven species, six of the 
seven showed the same pattern in both 
of the surveys (Butcher and Fuller 
1986). Both sources, for example, con
firm the decline of Black Ducks in 
eastern United States for the past 30 
years (Butcher 1994). Thus, notwith
standing allegeddefects of the CBC as 
a measureofpopulation dynamics, the 
CBC and the BBS tend to support each 
other. 

CBC c.latahas been depended upon 
in several critical ways. For example, 
CBCs have been extremely useful in 
longitudinal studies of population 
shifts; the inexorable westward move-
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ment of the House Finch was identi
fied from CBC data (Budlinger 1 986). 
Moreover, the large-scale nalureof the 
CBC, with its thousands of volunteer 
investigators, is frankly the only way 
we can get a sense of the patterns of 
movements and numbers of species 
and the impact of a variable such as 
weather (RooL 1988). The availability 
of such long-term and large-scale data 
allowed Terry Rool to go well beyond 
anecdotal speculations about changes 

CBCs have been 

extremely useful in 

longitudinal studies 

of population shifts; 

the inexorable 

westward movement 

of the House Finch 

was identified from 

CBC data. 

in winter bird populations and compile 
an impressive picture of the distribu
tion of wintering birds in North 
America (Root 1988). No investigator 

could possibly have had the research 
funds to assemble tl1e data that are 
available at (virtually) zero cost. Col
lecting these data is justified if only 
because it pennits those who make 
environmental policy Lo know where 
birds <u-e concentraled and where they 
exist in small numbers. 

The most serious ch<u-ge againsl 
the CBC is tlmt it lacks the standard
ization associated with "good science." 
In particul<U", routes covered and the 
intensity of effort to count birds vary 
annually for the same location and 
belween locations for the same year. 
Birders may, for example, cover the 
same area differently depending on 
the wealher. Climatic conditions also 
affect tl1e number of birds present in 
any given area. The evidence is that 
for a number of species there is an 
inverse relationship between the num
ber of birds counted and wind speed, 
while there is no correlation between 
tempcrnture and bird totals. The data 
file not normalized to take account of 
this (Raynor 1975). 

Lack of stand<U"dization exists re
garding tlle compelcnce of botl1 the 
counters and the equipment they use. 
Participants are not screened; they do 
not have to pass a test demonstrating 
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species or count the number of indi

viduals in a flock. Professionals and 

amateurs alike tend to underestimate 

the number of individual birds in a 

large group and the bias rises with the 

size of the group (Johnson 1981). In 

addition, the quality of equipment has 

improved immensely making bird 

identification m uch easier. Hence, 

more uncommon species may be 

counted now than in the past just be

cause of the improvement in optics 

and guides. Nevertheless, one does 

not want to make too much of the 

equipment issueifonlybecauseabirder 

with a good ear is worth more than the 

finest pair of binoculars. 

The issue of effort is a crucial one 
and has been studied by Butcher and 

McCulloch (1990). In order to account 

for effort, the number of observers on 

a CBC is divided by either party-hours 

or party-miles to get an accurate gauge 

of numbers of birds in any given count 

area. The underlying assumption is 

that as the number of observers in

creases so too does the count of birds. 

Butcher and McCulloch found this to 
be true for Red-tailed Hawks, for ex

ample. But for some species, it is un

likely that there is a linear relationship 

between the number of observers and 
the number of birds. This is particu
l�rly Ln..!e of birds in a well-defined 
habitat that can be easily covered such 

as a pond where one individual could 

count the number of waterfow I present 

just as easily as six persons could. 

Indeed, Butcher and McCulloch 

showed that a positive relationship 

between count and effort does not ex

ist for Mallards and Bald Eagles. For 
other birds, such as hawks and shrikes, 

ulC; ilihltber O[ mile:s COvefru, iur in

stance, might make a significant dif

ference in the annual count. Wbat must 

be stressed is that the appropriate analy

ses of CB Cs may be different for dif

ferent species depending on habits and 

habitats. 

Furthe rmore, Butcher and 

84 

McCulloch said biases may arise from 
the fact that more effort is exerted in 

areas of high human population den

sity, while certain bird species may be 

most likely to be found in remote ar

eas. In assessing CDC data ti1ere is no 

way to control for this particular per -

verse distribution of effort. Finally, 

because effort has increased over time, 

absolute numbers of birds reported 

have generally risen. This problem 

could at least be partially offset by 

analyzing the numbers of birds seen 

and hours of counting. 

Robert Arbib (1981) also sees a 

number of inherent flaws in the CB Cs 

including the frequent 'vvidening cf the 

predefined count circle, overlapping 

of count circles - in some cases egre

giously so - annual weather fluctua

tions, the wide variation in the number 

of people assigned to a count area, and 

effort intensity. Arbib bemoans the 

absence of a serious use of habitat 

analysis and what he euphemistically 
calls "observer credibility." In an ideal 

world, Arbib sees a count that would 

require participants to meet a mini

mum level of experience. Feeder sta

tion counts, which upwardly bias the 
CBC, would also be separnted from 

field observations. 

Several examples exist of counts 

that might be providing inaccurate in

formation on ihe numbers of certain 

species, stemming principally from 

lack of competence or wishful think

ing of birders who want to see the 
nnPVf"\.Oo�tPti A ftpr thP Tho::nrPr' c r!n 11 '-"" ... .._,i ....... V...,._...,�. � _.._.."'-"..._ ......_...._, .&. ..L.LUJ V.L V �"""..._..._ 

was officially defined as a species 

distinct from the Herring Gull in 1973, 
at least one writer suggested that the 

CBC data on these two birds in west

ern North America were quite contrn

dictory 1u1d hence unreliable. In es

sence, observers in some places began 

suddenly to see a rnther unusual num

ber of Thayer's Gulls (Mark 1981). 

in the counts of Sharp-shinned and 

Cooper's Hawks. The CBC data dis

played an unexpectedly high number 

of Cooper's to Sharp-shinned !-Ia\vks. 

Veteran birders are well aware of the 

difficulty of identifying a Cooper's 

Hawk because of how closely it re

sembles the Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

Observers may have been biased in 
favor of identifying the less common 

Cooper'sHawk(Daniels 1975). Thus, 

while the total number of accipiters 

may be correct, the breakdown be

tween species may not.2 

Observer bias is also fostered by 

the competitive atmosphere thatmarks 

the CBC. There is more prestige r._._�so-

ciated with seeing a winter rarity than 

counting common species. Observers 

may begin to see wbat tbey would like 

to see. It is hard to call anything a 

serious scientific pursuit when the re

sults represent, even in some small 

way, a self-fulfilling prophesy. While 

the presence of a rarity is not espe

cially consequential when it comes to 

the analysis of trends, what is impor

tant is the diversion of energies and 

time that go toward finding rarities in 

the competitive environment that fre

quently mark tl1e counts. The single 

Gray Catbird that appears on a count 

may not be as important as the number 
of American Robins or Dark-eyed Jun

cos observed. 

As a corollary, there is the assump

tion thata previously abundant species 

still exists in large numbers. But since 

measuring incremental change is at 

the very heart of the CBC, there is no 

room for a cavalier attitude toward 

counting an abundant species. Said 

one observer two years ago, "You can 

never count too many crows." Yes, 

you can. Good science does not as

sume what it is supposed to measure. 

CB Cs have been lhe basis for some 
200 refert',t>,d joum�J articles, not to 
mention a number of monographs 

(Pennisi 1991). However, their exten

sive use is not an argument in support 

of their validity; bad data are bad data 

whether they are used not at all or are 

used frequenlly. The justification for 

the use ofthe CBC must reston it<; own 

Meadowlark 



mcriL<;. 

In this regard, one or the most 

important accusations made against 

CI3Cs is lhal count areas are not nm

dornly distributed. A random smnplc 

means each coun L area would have m1 

equal chance of being selected. The 
rationale behind random sampling is 

that if one is to extrnpolale the results 
or the annual survey to all of North 
America, those circles that are sm

veyed should be representative of the 

whole area. But count areas arc not 
randomly selected. Indeed, because 

people go Lo counts closest to their 
homes, U1e suburbs are disprnJXRlion

ately represented relative Lo urban and 
remote areas. Birders cover urban 
locations less thoroughly than other 

parts of their count area (Wilds 1980). 
Inner cities are frequently excluded 

from the count (Butcher 1990). 

But Drennan (1981) ha<; made a 

case for CB Cs as a reliable data base in 

spite of the absence of a random distri

bution of count areas. She said the 

distribution of birds in North America 

is itself non-random; that is, it is un

evenly distributed on the continent. 

Therefore, it is more reasonable to 

select a stratified sample, that is, one 

which represents predetermined pieces 

of the universe. Drennan said it is 

more "efficient" to select count areas 

where there is a high species density 

than to pick areas of low density. In 

fact, the CBC is geared to sampling 

areas of high species density. The 

absence of randomness in selecting 
count areas is compounded because 

J:Y.ilhill each count area the areas se
lected to count birds arc those where 
birds are considered most likely Lo be 

seen. 

While this system may be justified 

by the premise that you go where the 
birds are, there are al least two defects 

with such a methodology, both arising 

from habitat changes. If a particular 

territory within the counl<u-ea ha<> been 

surveyed yeiff after year, chru1gcs in 

the area because of housing construe-

Vol. 3, No. 3 

tion or iti; conversion Lo ag1iculturc, 

for example, will initially bias the count, 

depending on how birds adapt Lo the 

chru1ge. Second, habitat loss in m·eas 
not traditionally included in the count 

may increase the concentration of lo

cal birds wiU1in count areas over time, 

so that the counL'> are less accurate as a 

measure of total populations. 

CBCs are importatll. There is no 

other group oforg:misms for which we 

have such count<; and when used wilh 

care, the counts identify t1cnds in the 

winter bird population. I3ul birders 

need to recognize that they <u-e sup
posed to be conducting scientific stud

ies ru1d not seeking the bcstnmly Lo be 

one up on their friends. TI1eCI3Cisnot 
a competition. 

CBCs may be <UJ imperfect mea

sure of tl1e wintering bird population, 
;u-guably even highly Clawed. But tl1e 

sheer weight of this massive data base 

and even U1e solid track record Lhc 
winter counts haveforverifying trends 

found in other ways creates a plausi-

bility that cannot be ignored. Perfect 

science iL is not, but until another way 

is found to count the birds of winter, 

the Christ1mt� Bird Count it is. 
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Footnotes 

1 The BBS "encountered"241 spe

cies more frequently thru1 the CBC mid 
the latterencountered 210 species more 

frequently thmi tl1e former. (Butcher 

1990, p. 12) 

2 It is worU1 pointing out that there 

m·e other possible explru1ations. For 

instance, because Sharp-shinned 
Hawks are more highly migratory, the 

winter ratio of Cooper's Lo sharp

shinned could be elevated. 

Literature Cited ---------------

Arbib, Robert S. 1981. The Christ

mas Bird Count: Constructing mi "Ideal 
Model". Studies in Avian Biology, 

6:30-33. 

Budlinger, Robert E. 1986. The 

Chrislmas Bird Count. The Conserva
tionist.November-December, 33-37. 

Butcher, Gregory S. 1994. The 
Christmas Bird Count, Bird Conser
vation, mid Volun teerism. Winging ll. 

6:2,p. 2. 

B utcher, Gregory S. 1990. 

Audubon Christmas Bird Counts. Sur
vey Designs ru1d Statistical Methods 

for the Estimation of Avian Popula

tion Trends. Fish mid Wildlife Ser

vice, U.S. Depat1ment of U1e lnle1ior. 

Washington D.C. 

Dutcher, Greg01y S. mid Mark R. 

Fuller. 1986. I3ird Populations in Win
ter ru1d Summer: An Evaluation of the 

CJu·istmas Bird Count ru1d a Compari
son with the Breeding Bird Survey. 

Report to tl1e U.S. Fish mid Wildlife 
Service, Washington, D.C. 

Butcher, Gregory S. ru1d Chmles 
E. McCulloch. 1990. Influence of 

Observer Effort on the Number of 

Individual Birds Recorded on Christ

mas Bird Counts. Survey Designs and 
Statistical MeU1cxls for Uie Estimation 
of A vim1 Population Trends. Fish ru1d 

Wildlife Service. U.S. Department of 

t11c Interior. Washington, D.C. 

Daniels, George G. 1975. An In
quiry Into Christmas Bird Count Ac-

conlinued on page 86 

85 



cipiter Reports. l\.merican B irds� 
29:634-637. 

Drennan, Susan Roney. 198 1 .  The 
Christmas Bird Count An Overlooked 
and Underused Sample. Studies in 
Avian B iology .  6:24-29. 

Johnson, Douglas H. SUllllllariz
ing Remarks: Estimating Relative 
Abundance (Part I), in C. John Ralph 

and J. Michael Scott, editors, Eslimat
ing Nurnber oi'Tenesuiai Binis, :-iluu
ies in Avian B iology, 6:58. 

Mark, David M. 1981. Thayer's 
Gulls from western Christmas Bird 
Courns: a cautionary note. American 

Pennisi, Elizabeth. 199 1 .  Out for 
the Count, National Wildlife, 29, De
cember 1990-January 1991 ,  38-40. 

R<lynor; Gilbert. 1975. Techniques 
for Evaluating and Analyzing Christ
mas Bird Count Data, American Birds, 
29:626-633. 

Root, Terry. 1988. Atlas of Win
tering North American Birds: An 
AnalysisofChristmasBirdCountData. 
Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Terborgh,John. 1989. Where Have 
All the B irds Gone? Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. p. 1 1 .  

ington D.C. Christmas Bird Count as 
an lndicatorofEnvironmental Change, 
AtlanticNature, 33:10-1'1. 

-William Moskoff is Hollender 
Professor of Economics ar 

T ,ake Forest College, 

555 N. Sheridm1 Road, 
Lake Forest, IL 60045. 

Illinois Christmas 
Bird Count 1993 

Birders recorded a total of 
1 59 species in 55 count circles during 
the annual Christmas Dird Count, 
held during a 2 and 1 /2-week period 
from 1 7  December 1993 through 3 

January 1994. Tu addition, three spe
cies not on tbe Illinois checklist were 
recorded, three Trumpeter Swans in 
Decatur (recently introduced in Wis
consin), a statehigh countof21 Monk 
ParnkeetsatChicago' slakefront (now 
recognized as countable in some states 
by the American Uirding Associa
tion), and Ringed-turtle Dove. An 
exotic B lue-crowned Parctk:eet was 
also observed. 

Count week birds included Eared 
Grebe and two Blue-gray Gnatcatch
ers. The gnatcatcher was a count 
week first for Illinois . Also recorded 
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on Lile count but seen in different 
states were Western Grebe (Missouri) 
and Great Black-backed (}u11 (Indi-

ana) . 

Once again, thosecompclitiveand 
hard-scouting birders from Rend Lake 
in southern Illinois recorded more 
than 1 00 species (107 to be exact) as 
well as the highest total individuals. 
Ofthe3,224,037 individuals counted, 
3,190,000 were starlings, grackles, 
and Red-winged Blackbirds. 

Above avernge temperatures pre

ceded the 1993 lllinois Christrnas 
Bird Count. After that, temperatures 
were erratic. Above freezing tem
peratures were recorded on the first 
week, but by the second week, highs 
were in the teens only to rebound to 
above freezing after 1 January1994. 

by David B. Johnson 

The mean low temperature was 27 .8 
F and tl1e mean high was 35.2 F 

(Table 1). 
Water was totally open in more 

than 50 percent of the count areas, 
while the rest had partially frozen 
water. The1e wa:; almusl 110 snow 
cover. Accordingly, observers re
corded above-average numbers or 
herons, waterfowl, and otller linger
ing passerines just hcfore a statewide 
deep freeze in mid-January 1994. 

Data Organization 

The I !J!J3/<J4 CBC data has been 
organized according to north, cen

Lrnl, mid southern regions (see map, 
figure 1) . This metl1od better facili-

Meadowlark 

. ...... f 



Pileated Woodpecker. 
This species was seen on the Evanston North Shore Christmas Bird 
Count for the first time in 32 years. Drawing by Brian K. Willis. 

tates data aggregates and compari
sons (more on that, later). It also 
follows the general isothermal lines 
as defined by Gault (1922) and Smith 
and Parmalee (1955). 

The count organization follows 
latitudinal and longitudinal lines north 
to south, then east to west. This helps 
lakefront counts (and other counts) 
line up for better data comparison. 

From this data organization (Table 
2) some immediate patterns can be 
recognized. Carolina Chickadees 
seem to crawl up the Wabash River 
valley while Eurasian Tree Sparrows 
move slowly up the Illinois and Mis
sissippi River valleys with displaced 
individuals being recorded at Lake 
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Clinton and Muscatine, Iowa. 

Northern Shrike, recorded in such 
northern Illinois counts as Rockford 
and Barrington and Evanston, is not 
recorded in southern Illinois and sel
dom is it recorded, even, in central 
Illinois. Conversely, Loggerhead 
Shrike is recorded in southern Illi
nois, but not in northern and central 
Illinois. 

The data also shows the unusual 
and local occurrence of 1 00 Black 
Vultures at Cypress Creek in south
ern Illinois. Then, there were Ule 17  
Field Sparrows a t  Thom Creek, one 
of the northern counts. Seventeen 
Field Sparrows are to be expected in 
southern Illinois. But in northern 

Illinois, even a single.: individual is a 

rarity. Were there really 17 Pield 
S panows at Thorn Creek? Or were 

some of those hirds actually Ameri

can Tree Sparrows? 

While all these facts may seem 
intuitively obvious to a seasoned 

hirder and Christmas counter, they 

serve to illustrate a point. The data 
and winter bird distribution b egs to 
be analyzed to determine the sea

sonal population trends for a particu

lar species. (The piU'alls of analyzing 
this data are discussed in U1e accom

panying article, "CBCs: Science or 
Seance?") 

Highlights 

New to the state's Christ
mas count species list was the as
tounding Northern Gannet, which 

was seen being chased by a Bald 
Eagle along the Mississippi River at 
Sunset Park, Rock Island. Also, new 
for the state's list was a Cattle Egret 

at Crane Lake and a Mew Gull (per

haps overdue) at Davenport, on the 
Illinois side of the river. 

While not a state first, a well
described Red-throated Loon, seen 

by many observers, was recorded on 
the Springfield count. It was the 

fourth time this species has been ob
served during the Christmas bird 
count. A well-described Common 

Moorhen (Calumet Sand Ridge, 
Chicago) was recorded previously 
only twice in Illinois including a 1975 
Waukegan count bird that was in
jured. 

Other unusual birds included 20 

White Pelicans (Pere Marquette, a 
new state high count); Great Egret 

(McHenry); Greater White-fronted 
Goose (Union, 1 1, all-time stale high 
count; Horseshoe, 8; Princeton IA; 
and Clinton Lake); Ross' Goose 
(Rend Lake); Black Scoter (Rend 
Lake); l Osprey (Clinton, IA); 4 

Golden Eagles in southern Illinois; 2 
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2 recorded in the state!); 3 Least 
Sandpipers (Union County); Lesser 
Black-backed Gull (a count first for 
Springfield); 6 Barn Owls including 
a nesl al Cypress Creek, l adult wifu 
3 young and 2 other adults at another 
site (all-time state high count); a soli
tary Fish Crow (Horseshoe Lake); 
American Pipit (Rend Lake, 7 and 

Horseshoe Lake, 1 )  which is seem
ingly being ferreted out more often 
for the state by keen observers; un
usual lingering warblers included 7 

Com.111on Yell ow throats ( 1  male at 
Barrington, a count week bird atJ oliet, 
anrl 5 at T Jnion County); Nashville  
(Union), Cape May (Quincy), Palm 
(Lisle), B lack-and-white (Spring

field), and 4 Pine (a new state high 
count, Crab Orchard tfWR) War
blers. A single Indigo B unting was 
recorded al Rend Lake; which seems 
to be an annual occurrence lately on 
Illinois CBCs. Unusual sparrows 
included lone Vesper Sparrows at 
Forest Glen and Western Mercer; 
Lincoln 's  Sparrows (1 ,  Horseshoe 
Lake, 1 ,  MU IA, and 1 ,  Forest Glen); 
12LeConte's Sparrows atRendLake, 
plus 3 at Carlyle Lake , and finally a 
luue Hanis S pan·uw al Carly le Lake. 

Additional unusual sightings in
cluded 3 Virginia Rails (Waukegan); 
Pileated \1/ oodpcckcr, a first for 

Evanston North Shore in 32 years; 
and Yellow-he aded B l ackbird 
(Clinton Lake). Bloomington re
corded its first Bald Eagle, Northern 
Saw-whet Owl, and Gray Catbird. 

Dan Williams, Rockford count 
compiler, said the 5 Bald Eagles re
corded on his count were unusual. 
The increase in eagle numbers out
side of iradilional locations such as 
the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers 
poses some interesting questions. 
While some of these eagles are mi-
Cl"'t"'lTi f-C' �1,Pho...-1 �"'l"'\f-r. ,--.. .-....- n f- n f-n. f'.-r.-..y,, 
Q..L<Ult.O iJUOUVU- .LHlV VU..L L)Ul.l\.I .l.I UHL 
freezing rivers and lakes to the north, 
it appears we are truly seeing an in
crease in wintering numbers of Bald 
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histogram). 

Irruptive winter finches were rep
resented by Pine Siskins and good 
numbers of Common Redpolls, par
ticularly in the northern coun ts .  
Only 7 redpolls were recorded on 
central counts. There were also scat
tered reports of Evening Grosbeak, 
in very small numbers, as far south as 
Rend Lake (acountfirsttb.ere). Cross-
bills were only conspicuous by their 
near absence ( 1  on Waukegan and 2 
at Quad C�ities, boti'J. Red Crossbills). 

A 1 .-.. ,-,. �...-- .. ...,,f-�, 70 � ....... ru o r o 7 f'\.-,, ,l ,.-, 7"' n...1 n. 
�..Ll)V .ll .1. Upu v v, l.JllVVV J \...J VV .l.., llJ.aU-V 

a good showing along the Chicago 
lakefront with 9 indi victuals recorded. 
There were also 2 inland occurrences 
(Illini and a count week bird at 

Schapville). 

Compiler Analyses 

Many compilers submitted 
analyses of their counts. For in
stance, Denis Kania, compiler of the 
Fermi Lab count, mentioned an all
time high count for Great.Blue Heron 

(21 individua!s). The author a!so re
corded an all-time high for this spe

cies on the Evanston count (9 indi
viduals). Was this in part due to an 
increase in lingering birds from a 
good breeding season in northeastern 
Illinois? In any event, statewide num
bers have been increasing (see histo

gram). Also, many compilers noted 
an increase in Canada Geese num
bers. Was this due, in part, to the 
species staging in northern and cen
tral Illinois just before the mid-Jai1u
ary 1994 deep freeze?. 

Compilers also remarked on ilie 
record high counts of Red-breasted 
r-.J"uthatch. In fact, the 878 individuals 

recorded almost triples the previous 
statewide high of 303 in 1986 during 

the last 10 years (see histogram). 
Was this wintering explosion due to 
a very s uccessful breeding season or 
a major influx due to a bad cone crop 
in the northern pine and coniferous 
forests, or both? 

Chuck Wescott (Barrington) and 
Dick Palmer (Decatur) recorded all
timehighs for CedarWaxwing. Other 
berry-eating species including Brown 

Part of a flock of 100 Common Redpolls tallied on the Joliet, lLCBC, Will 
County, 18 Dec. 1 993. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 
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Comrrwn Redpoll with Pine Siskins tallied on the Morris-Wilmington CBC, 
Will County. 1 Jan. 1 994. Photo by Joe B. Milosevich. 

Thrasher, Eastern B luebird, Hermit 

Thrush, Gray Catbird, and American 

Robin seemed to linger longer even 

in the northern counts. And, all com

pilers agreed the House Finch explo

sion is continuing (see histogram); 

even though Lotal numbers dipped 

this year. Was this due to a stabiliz

ing wintering population? Or were 
some birds undetected? Next year's 

numbers for this species might give a 

clue. 

Laurence Binford, while on the 
Evanston North Shore count, said 4 
waterfowl species he had staked ouL 

before the count, disappeared during 

the count due Lo freezing tempera

tures. The good white oak acorn crop 

was recorded by the author as th e 

cause for Evans Lon NorU1 Shore's  

high count (in 32 years) of Red

Headed Woodpecker and correspond

ingly good numbers of B lue Jays, a 

species that cats and caches acorns. 

Observer, Danny Diaz and com-
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piler, Joel Greenberg, lamenting the 

loss of open field habitat and Lhe 

corresponding crash of Ring-necked 

Pheasant numbers, have now found 

that species wintering, in, of all places, 

dense cattail marshes (Waukegan and 

Evanston). Other observers arc find

ing different micro-climates or habi

Lal s for unusual species such as sew
age lagoons or warm water effluent 

streams, ditches, or ponds for linger

ing bi rds. One exam p l e  is 

Waukcgan's Virginia Rails which 

have become an annual occurrence. 

Deep ravines are now known to pro
vide habitat in northern Illinois for 

WinLer and Carolina Wrens and an 

occasional Tufted Titmouse. 

Finally, the great Mississippi 

River flood during the summer of 

1993 did affecL some observers' abil

ity to cover the botLomlandareas wel l .  
Robert Thomas (Pere Marquette) re

porLcd that 50 percent of his count' s 

area was still flooded and thaL 80 

pcrcenL of U1e boLLomland areas was 

not covered by ChrisLmas I3 i rd 

counters due to uprooted trees. 

Documentation 
of Rare Species 

A word must be said abouL 

documentation for rare sightings. 

Generally this state's  compilers are 
good at policing dcLails regarding 

their counts' rarities. A majority also 

know Ulcir Illinois winter bird distri

bution well. However, there still 

seems to be a lack of know ledge as Lo 

whether docmnentaLion is required 

for certain species. 

For exam ple, Double - cresLed 

Cormorant is probably a logical addi

tion to the list for all southern and 

centi-al Illinois counts. However, 
species such as Pine Warbler must be 

documented, even if iL  is at a known 

locaLion such as Crab Orchard N WR. 

AL least minimal details arc neces

sary. 

Winter Chipping Sparrows and 

Drewer' s Blackbird must be meticu

lously documented. A suggestion is 

to draw a sketch in the field or beLLer 
yet, photograph the rarity. 

Future Analysis 
of CBC Data 

More com parati v e  data 

analysis will be possible in the fuLurc. 

UnforLunately, last year ' s  count data 

was nol tabulated or compiled in time 

for publication . We ask that U1e read

ers of this journal bear with us as we 

work to fulfill one of our primary 

goals, which is to react to ornitho

logical field data. W c would also like 

Lo thank our readers for U1c indul

gence in delivering this data to the 

professional ornithologist, biologist, 

and amateur for further research. 

Suggestions for improvement arc 

welcomed. 
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I<'igure 1 (map ids). 
Illinois Christmas 13 ird Count circles 

cross-referenced to Table 1. 

Circles with numbers are counts cen
tered in bordering slates which do not 
report results to Illinois: 

1 .  Willow Slough -
Iroquois Preserves 

2. Western Gibson County 

3. Posey County 

4. Orchard Farm, MO 

5. Hannibal, MO 
6. Keokuk, IA-IL-MO 

7. Beloit, WI 

8. Lake Geneva 

9. Kenosha County, WI. 

Avian Annals __ 

by Eric Walters 

87 years ago: Numerous trips 
were taken throughout the state to 
determine the most abundant winter 
birds of the open country. The 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Lapland Longspur, American Crow, and American Goldfinch were the most plentiful in northern Illinois. The 
American Crow, Homed Lark, and House Sparrow topped the list in central Illinois while southern Illinois' most 
numerous species were the junco, meadowlark, and Northern B obwhite. The most numerous bird statewide was the 
American Crow (Auk 4 1:371 ). 

40 years ago: On the Decatur Christmas Bird Count, 1 1  waterbird species were located. None were geese. Also on 
that count, Carolina Wrens outnumbered all woodpeckers (except the downy) while a cormorant made that CBC' s best 

bird list. Karl Bartel, Laurence Binford, Charlie Clark, Ralph Eiseman, Chuck Wescot, and eight other prominent birders 
spent almost six hours in the field on the Waukegan CBC, held New Year' s Day. They tallied five Ring-billed Gulls, 
two Downy Woodpeckers, 18 crows, one White-breasted Nuthatch, two chickadees, two cardinals, and 1 5  goldfinches. 
They also discovered Canvasbacks, Ruddy Ducks, snipe, killdeer, a Bald Eagle, redpolls, 38 Rusty 13 lackbirds, and one 
Brewer' s Blackbird (Illinois CBC records) . 

20 years ago: Forty percent of the total birds counted on the Illinois CB Cs were grackles. Goshawks and Red Cross bills 
were regularly encountered. Crab Orchard' s CBC compiler reported House Wren, Pine Grosbeak, and LeConte' s and 
Vesper Sparrows. 
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Count Name 

B.mn•loo 
r.1\UllOt Citv-Sand Ridge 
Chicago Lakefroat 
Chlca20 Urban 
"'lintoo IA-Savann.' Fulto.o 
De Kalb 
Evanston North Shr:ire 
Fermi Lab-BaLavia 
•reeport 
Illini State Parll: 
oliet 

Kishwaukee 
Kvte Creek 
Lisle Arborelum 
McHenry Audubon 
\lotri>-Wilminl!lnu 
\luscaline IA-ILL Cily 
Princeton- Bureau 
Prine.et.on-Cordova 
Quad Cities 
Rockford 
ISchapville !Starved Roel:. State Parll: 

lbom Creek-Park Forest 
Van Patten 
Waukegan 
Wrute Pines 
Bloomin2!0n- Nonna! 
Chamoail!ll County 
Chautaugua-N.W.R. 
(:hiJlicothe 
ninton l...ake 
Crane I....ake-Sanearnoo 
Decanu 
Forest Glen PreseCYe 
Humiston Woods 
Meredosia Island 

Middle For!< River Y allev 
Peoria 
Ouincy.IL-Marion Co1MO 
Rushville 
Sorinl!field 
Western Mercer 
Bird Haven Sanctuary 

arlvle Lake 
Collinsville K;rab Orchard N.W .R. 
Cvnress Creek 
FJsah 
Horseshoe Lake 
Kaskaskia Audubon 

J,..incolnTra.il State l?ark 
Pere Marquette !Rend Lake 
Union County 

Jmp I D. Date n mo  
&/{ill EruJ' 

BARR W-Dec 0700 17().J 
CALU 2-Jan 0645 1645 
CHI L  25-Dec 0700 15'.!<l 
CHI U  19-Dec 0400 1630 
Cl. IA  22-Dec 0515 1700 
DEKA 19-Dec 0700 1615 
EVNS 26-Dec 0400 1700 
FERM 18-Dec 0530 1715 
FREE 18-Dec 0530 1630 
Illl 19-Dec 0500 I 1700 
JOU 18-Dec 0600 1630 
KISH 2-Jan 0700 1630 
KYCR 31-Dec 0800 1700 
USL 19-Dec 0700 1630 
MCHE 18-Dec 071.5 1700 
MOW! I-Jan 0715 1630 
MU !A  26-Dec 0600 1715 
PIUN 3().Dec 0545 1630 
PC TA  23-Dec 0530 1700 
DA IA  19-Dec 0430 l 715 
ROCK 1 8-Dec 0700 1700 
sew. 2-Jan 0700 1600 
SRSP 2-Jan 0530 2100 
TCPF 2-Jan 0645 1700 
VANP I-Jan 0651 1704 
WAUK I-Jan 0400 1700 

IWll'N 18-Dec 0800 1600 

BLOM 18-Dec 0700 17().) 
OIAM 18-Dec 0615 1630 
OIAU 23-Dec 0615 1655 
OIIL 2-Jan_ 700 1 600 
Cl..lK 19-Dec 0445 1700 
CJIJ" 18-Dec 0700 1630 
DECA 18-Dec 0445 1645 
RlPR 29-Dec 0530 1715 
HMViD 1 8-Dec 0644 1702 
MEllE 2-Jan 0700 1700 
MFRV I-Jan 0415 1730 
PEOR 18-Dec 0630 1630 

QUIN 2-Jan 0530 1630 
RUSH 1 8-Den 0800 1445 
SPFD 19-Dec 0330 1700 
WMER 17-Dec 0600 1700 

BIRD 1 8-Dec 0645 1645 
CALK 19-Dec 0445 1700 
cou. 1 8-Dec 0730 1630 
CROR 18-Dec 0630 1630 
CYCR 21-Dec 0700 l700 
El.SA 3<0-Dec 0745 1430 
BSLK 21-Dec 0600 I 1730 
KASK 28-Dec 0715 1630 
UNC 1 8-Dec 0637 1550 

IPEMR 18-Dec 0800 1600 
RDLK 18-Dec 0400 1700 

ONION 22-Dec 0630 1715 

Te rrm Sky Snow Waler WIDd 
Low High Dh-.ctlo• 

33 35 Ody,LtSnow I 0.00 Ooen NW 
30 32 Ody 0.2.5 Pnly Eroz NE 
14 18 Prtlv Odv I 0.50 Prtlv Froz NWW 
34 38 Prtlv Odlv 0.00 On.n w 
23 28 Ody I 0.25 Prtly Froz NW 
32 38 Cldy 0.00 Oren w 
6 13 Clear I 0.35 Prtlv Froz NW 

36 39 Ody.LlRain 0.01 Onen SW,NW 
26 36 Prtly Ody 2.00 Oren WNW 
36 39 Odv,LtSnow 0.00 On.n SW 
34 40 Cldy ,LlRain 0.00 Oren SW 
24 3 1  Odv.LtSnow 1 .00 Prt1vFroz E 
28 38 Prtly Ody 2.00 PrtlyFroz SW 
35 35 Cldy,LtSoow 0.00 Oren SW 
33 37 Cldv ,Fog,LtSnow 0.00 On.n NNW 
34 36 Prtly Cldy. LlRain Prtly Froz SW 
9 14 Prtly Cidv I 2.00 PrtJy Fro:i VAR 
-3 17 Prtly Cldy,LtSnaw' 0.50 Prtly Froz SW 
10 21 Prtlv Cldy 0.50 Prtlv Froz w 
34 39 Prtly Cldy 0.00 Onen w 
33 37 Cldy .LtSnow 1.00 Oren NE 
20 28 Cldy,Snow 1.00 Prtlv Froz NE 
32 37 Cldv I o.oo Prtlv Froz E 
20 34 Cldy I 1.00 Prtly Froz E 
28 35 Cldy 3.00 Prtly Froz 
30 40 FrtlyCldy,LtSnow I 0.00 Prtly Froz SW 
28 40 Prtlv Cldv 0.00 Onen w 

34 38 Cldy 0.00 Onen NW 
33 41 Cldy 0.00 Oren w 
13 22 Prtlv Cldv 0.00 Prtlv Froz w 
34 38 Cldv l.00 Prtlv Froz E 
33 39 Ody I 0.00 I Onen WNW 
34 37 Ody I 0.00 Onen NW 
33 41 Cldy .LlRain 0.00 Oren w 
16 25 Cldy,LtSnow 2.00 I PnvFroz NW 
34 36 Cldv.Fog.LlRain I 0.00 Onen w 
30 36 Cldv I 0.00 Prtly Froz NW 
3 1 42 Prtly Cldy. LlRain 0.50 Prtly Froz SW 
32 42 Cldv.LlRain I 0.00 Onen N 
30 37 I 0.00 Prtlv Froz s 
35 40 Cldy,LlRain I 0.00 Prtly Froz NW 
34 41 Prtly Cldy 0.00 Oren SW 
39 43 Ody 0.00 On.n SW 
30 45 Prtlv Cldv 0.00 On.n w 

Prtly Cldy Onen w 
34 43 PrtJy Cldv 0.00 Oren NW 
35 45 Cldv 0.00 Onen NW 
Z5 40 Clear 0.00 On.n WNW 
15 22 Cldv 0.00 PrtlvOoen w 
29 43 Prtl_y Cldy 0.00 Onen w 
19 27 Prtly Cldy 1.00 PrtlyFroz 
39 45 Prtly Cldy,LlRain 0.00 Oren w 
20 34 C!dy. Fog 0.00 Onen NW 
35 48 Prtly Cldy,LlRain 0.00 Open w 
28 36 Prtlv Cldy o.oo Onen NW 

21.112: 35.20 
AvLm:f A•Hi 

Wlad Veloc F1eld Fffder Feeder Parties P.orty 
Low High Obsns Obsns Hours Hours 

5 15 32 3 20.00 17 97.25 
6 12 36 6 9 .50 i ;  74.25 
12 18 13 0 0.00 4 20.50 
5 10 15 7 7.00 I{}-12 9 1 ,00 
6 IS 6 0 0.00 3 30.00 
7 7 16 0 0.00 6 5:!.50 
5 10 56 24 24.00 19-22 155,00 
6 16 87 3 10.00 J{}-29 163.00 
5 7 9 4 18.00 4 2!1.75 
0 20 10 4 10.50 4 3:1.75 
5 15 13 1 1.00 9 46.50 
5 5 33 5 32.75 12 81!.75 
0 JO 10 4 2.00 6 23.50 
9 9 54 3 14.00 19-24 168.50 
6 10 41 1 1 .50 12 79.00 
15 15 20 0 0.00 8 611.00 
5 JO 10 7 14.00 4 3°1.50 
3 15 10 0 o.oo 3 2'T.OO 
5 15 9 3 5.00 s 33.00 
5 10 24 I 17 34,00 14 82,00 
5 s 30 2 2.50 11-15 84.50 
3 5 7 0 o.oo s 30.l)J 
0 5 17 0 0.00 I 7 5:1.75 
0 2 39 22 22-00 13 9'.;.5o 
10 JO 17 6 12-00 7 40.75 
10 20 36 25 65_00 8-1 4 l lO_OO 
0 15 12 7 5.00 6 1 11.50 
5 15 17 0 0.00 7 2·1.00 

10 25 20 4 10. 00 8 49.00 

3 20 20 1 1.00 6 52.00 

10 10 22 0 0.00 9 74,00 
5 IS 12 0 0.00 6 43.50 
5 20 7 0 0.00 I 4 3'1.00 
6 6 4 7 18.00 2 16.00 

15 30 23 2 6,00 10 57.75 
10 10 20 5 17.00 8 35.50 
4 4 5 0 o_oo 3 25.00 
10 30 18 3 3. 00 9 63.25 
10 15 27 0 0.00 Ill 86.50 
5 10 8 3 9.00 5 45.00 

10 15 8 26 26.00 3 12.75 
5 10 15 5 5.00 6 64.00 
3 12 6 1 2.00 3 W.00 

15 25 14 1 2.00 8 55.50 
5 5 8 0 0.00 4 39.25 
15 15 10 0 o.oo 5 41 .50 
5 15 26 D 0.00 9 76.00 
5 5 19 I 0 0.00 8 72.00 
15 20 I 3 0 0.00 2 10.50 
3 6 JO 0 0.00 5 52.00 

5 l 6.00 2 17.10 
10 20 20 I 1 .00 7 47.00 

5 10 20 0 0.00 6 42.00 
5 15 1 1 Q 0.00 9 9! -50 

4 8 17 0 0,00 9 69.50 

1057 214 415.75 31(;!.85 
Tolal. Total Total Tlltal 

Party Owling Ow Ung 
Miles Hours Miles 
463.75 2.50 I 1.00 
307.75 0.00 0.00 
62-00 0.00 0.00 

270.00 4.00 4.00 
316.00 3.00 39.00 
445.00 0.00 0.00 
461.00 4.00 25.00 
562.50 4.50 25.00 
366.50 1.00 1.00 
217.25 2-75 21.50 
334.00 1 .00 2.00 
609.25 2.50 1.00 
2 17.00 1.00 0.00 I 
624.50 15.50 103.00 
541.75 1.50 18.00 
465.00 0.00 0.00 
372.00 3-50 43.00 

365.00 2.00 25.00 
366,00 5.50 71,00 
637.00 13.00 123.00 I 590.00 1 .00 1.00 
3 1 6.00 0.00 0.00 
401.SO 5.75 54_00 I 
484.50 3.00 I I .SO I 
306.00 1 .25 6.00 
479.00 6.00 47.00 I 
143.50 0.00 0.00 

174.00 0.00 0.00 
308.00 0.50 10 00 

3 12.50 0.50 0,00 

510.00 0.00 0.00 
297.00 1. .50 32.00 
301.00 o.oo o.oo 
186.00 2.00 37.00 
234.25 2.00 1 0.00 

50.00 0.00 0.00 

291.00 0.00 0.00 

409.00 3_75 58_00 
557.1 0 0.00 0. 00 
223.00 0.50 15.00 
142.00 0.00 0.00 
316.00 3.00 30,00 
279.00 3.50 46.00 I 
459.00 0.00 0.00 
276.00 0.00 0 00  I 
314.00 0.00 0.00 
362.00 1.50 15.00 
522.00 4.50 43.00 
57.00 0 00  o_oo 

325.00 2.00 lQ_OO 
1 26.25 0.00 0.00 
262.00 o.oa 0.00 
289.00 o.oa 0.00 
575.00 7.25 76.00 
264.00 1 -50 10.00 

19204.85 118.25 1014 
Total Total Total 
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S""''es 

Common Loon 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Homed Grebe 
Double-crested Cormor.J.nt 
Grcru Blue H=n 
Great Egret 
Black-crowned Nil!.ht-Heron 
Tundra Swan 
Mute Swan 
Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Green-wini:ed Teal 
American Black Duck 

Mallard 
Northern Pintail 
Northern Shoveler 
Gad wall 
American Wigeon 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Rine-necked Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Scauo 

&eallD Sj). 
Oldsouaw 

darlc-winacd scoter w. 
Common Goldeneye. 
C. Gal&:neve x Hooded M_ 
Buffichead 

Hoodttl Mer211nser 
Common M.,,,onser 
Rl:d'breasted Mtt:!:anser 
Ruddv Duck 

duck st>. 
Tuckey Vulture 
Bald TuiQ]e 

Northern Harrier 
Sham-shinned Hawk 
Cooner's Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 

accimiter so. 
Red-shaulden:d Hawk 
Rcd-t:tilcd Hawk 
Rough-legi::ed Hawk 
American Kesuel 
Peregrine Falcon 

accipiler so. 
hawk sp, 

Rine-necked Pheasant 
Wild Turkey 
Nonhem Bobwhlte 
Vir•;n;, Rail 

WAUK EVNS em u 

1 
1 

3 9hc 3 

5 
1 

6 I 
2 1 094 9206hc 789 

4 1 5 
2 l 

59 3 1  28 
2465 2724 1 681  

2 
2 

1 2  
4 2 

4 3 
1 1 

20 645 3 
5 cw 6 
4 
2 1 

5 
2 1 0  973 56 

69 7 2 
6 cw 4 

54 16 9 
36 140hc 1 3  
2 

68 

3 

4 
1 4hc 2 

I 
1 2 

58 34 3 
1 1 

25 21  3 

l 
4 1 

3 HC 

Clil L CALU MCHE BARR FERM 

1 
1 1 

2 I 6 
l 1 2lhc 

1 • 
6 

1 
98HC 30 

3 1 4 
101 593 291 3  10946 13018 

1 1 9 

22 2 13  34 
123 2269 1 006 1 644 1919 

1 
I 13hc 

5 1 She 
1 

1 1 2hc 
2 3 
1 2 

147 2201 
3220 I 

2 
I 

97 996 2 28 24 

1 2  2 1  3 
1 9 5 2 

27 282 1 
43 4 1 6  2 

2 I 
15 I 

2 
6 

1 1 1 
5 4 3 2 

1 cw 1 

3 48 32 83 93hc 
2 1 

3 44 19  2 6  2 6  
1 1 

1 
9 14 3 40 

LISL THOR JOLI !\!OWi DE KA ILL! ROCK KISH KYCR SRSP 

I 1 i 
9 I 

6 

I 
14 l 1 2  1 1  2 14 10 3 I 2 I 27 

I I I 
2nc cw 

5 3 2 I 
2 1 1 1 

I 8213 729 2727 85 1 1  1 34  3058 I 8073 939 1 0  943 
6 1 3 4 
1 1 7  I I I I 

123 12 272 2 225 26 IO 1 7 
24 1 2  426 788 27773 10373 1 884 734 54 250 

I 2 1 I 
16 

l lOhc 73 106 16 1 3 
17 CW 4 I I 

5 3 
1 I I 
4 4 l I 5 I 

3 I I 
47 2 1  I l 

I 
1 

l 1 2  2 1 82 19  20 1 89 

l * I 
3 4 12 I 
1 27 28 I 5 3 1 
15 98 2044 I 3210 1 3 521 
7 3 1  1 I 

2 4 l 

I 6 
1 

2 1 6 5 3 7 
1 2  4 6 4 1 1 

1 1 1 2 1 
4 1 1 2 1 4 I I 2 

cw 1 1 
2 1 l 

cw 
102 82 26 64 19 26 62 71 1 8  46 

5 2 1 1  I 2 1 2 3 8 
43 35 29 I 1 4  21  33 28 6 30 

1 
1 3 2 1 
1 19  6 33 10 6 29 26 1 7  3 

3 1 7 cw l I l l 1 2  
2 I 



.SPecies WA UK EVNS em u CID L CALU MCHE BARR FERM LISL THOR JOLI MOWJ DE KA ILLll ROCK. KISH KYCR SRSF' 

Common Moor:hoa I l *  
AmeriCllll Coot 1 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  2 8 1 
.Killdeer 1 1 cw 1 6 
Common Snipe 3 1 8 1 
Bonaparte's Gull 2 10 1 1 6 
Rin2-billed Gull 7�5 1005 331 1739 1 237 108 314 278 2505 28 98 627 7 I 200 44 9 5 1 9  
Hen:ina Gull 14 1 1  179 82 3 1 8  5741 5 99 223hc 667 2 1060 83 15  22  388 
Thayer's Gull 3 2 1 1 
Lesser Blaclt-b;ickcd Gull l •  f 
Gb!.ucous Gull 2 10  I 1 1 
Greet Bla�k-backed Gull 3* 

onll SD. 2t5 226 220 251 70 43 10 3 3 
Rock Dove 640 765 4000 594 I 144 565 415 802 1 176 497 229 239 296 1 30 539 1333 241 131 
Mourning Dove 734 295 52 1 508 72 143 335 353 1 1 10 188 11)4 40 52 273 386 157 1 12 
8-:im Owl 
Eastern Screech-Owl 15 21 5 2 8 4 30 12 \ I 1 12 1 4 I 9 
Great Homed Owl 1 1  6 4 2 13 10 26hc 29 15  4 5 9 1 2  5 I 1 1  
Snowv Owl 2 4 3 I 
B!Ured Owl 2 2 14  I 1 7 
Long-eared Owl 2 8 12 l 8 
Northern S•W·whel Owl 2 cw I 
owl •D. I I I I 

Belted .Kio�fisher I I  6 5 1 5 6 10 2lhc 14 I 6 4 I l 3 9 8 2 5 
Red-beaded Woodoecker 3 30hc 3 l 1 3 8 47 5 2 3 8 2 9 
Red-bellied Woodpecker 24- 54hc 3 I 1 1  15 28 36 83 59 21 29 13  8 38 79 5 32 
Yellow-bellied San•:nCkcr l 2 I I 3 2 1 
Downy Woodpecker 1 0 1  200 78 4 60 49 95 120 196 97 5 1  95 27 26 124 139 26 54 
H•IN WnnrlnPrkcr 2�j 66 20 3 I I  8 26hc 35 10 10 8 6 23 32 2 5 
Northern Flicker 4 7 1 6 3 10 1 2  25 29 1 2  50 2 I 1 6  17 41 1 16  
PJlcaled Wood.,.,..ker l *(nc) l I 
Homed Lark 6 1 1 1  4 30 86 3 22 146 24 6 
Blue Jav 7( 126 23 :i31 \30 71 92 309 282 67 57 49 29 1 70 229 49 73 
American Crow 592 81 5  380 29 638 703 813 1017hc 1 157 1010 358 176 !Sil 104 J757 1 120 200 293 
Black-canned Chi ckadee 399 632 !88 8 :�21 278 419 525 867 320 I 1 10 Jn 104 82 368 380 49 156 

Tufted Titmouse l 14 10 8 74 2 5 17 16 53 9 f 3 1  
Red-breasted Nuthatch l• 56hc 2 3 28hc 2 1  22hc 24 35 4 5 8 3 20 5 4 5 
Whiti>-breaslcd 'Nllllllltcb 51 97 16  25 40 I 48 73 J09 86 10 21 31 23 96 144 2 1 37 
Brown 'Cre.:Per 15 20 21 2 8 16 40 J6 6 7 5 13 58 36 2 12  
C=liru! Wrw 5 6hc I I 9 7 4 4 2 3 1 3  
Wmter Wren I l cw 2 I 3 
Goldco-<:rowneil Xin�ct I 2 1 5  6 12 2 9 20 2 
Rubv-aowoed Kindel I 
Eastern Bluebird 4 7 I 
Hennil Thrush 2 I 3 
An=iC!!D �obin 24� 1259 78 17 61 I 157 70 424 21 92 32 48 5 20 63 
Gray Catbird t I 
Northern Mockineb!rd l '  l 2 
Brown �=- I 1 
Cedar Wo.xwin� 1 10 236 66 33 704 179 61 1  39 3 8 1  47 32 
Northern Shrike I 1 I I *  l l 
Eurooean Starlin.I! 1695 1 5822 3500 is 8926 1679 2192 2 J 85hc 5479 6058 1871 286 1 1 855 3801 3168 2842 I 769 5303 
Yellow-rumoed Warbler 2 14  2 l 9 3 JO 1 3 I 
Palm Warbler 1 * I 



Snecies WAUK EVNS em u cm L CALU MCHE BARR FERM LISL THOR JOLI MOWI DE KA ILLI ROCK KISH KYCR SRSP 
Common Yellowthroat 1 * cw 
Northern Carclinal 203 426 141 16 145 99 220 337hc 396 224 80 82 SS 40 184 303 66 97 
Rufous-sided Towhee cw I 
American Tree Sparrow 383 103 13 355 175 320 1098 487 438 149 445 95 I 13  674 337 28 247 
field Snarrow 17? l l l 
Fox s,,,�w l 2 l 3 1 l 
Soni; Sparrow 13 58 5 124 JO 3S 56 72 60 2 1  24 22 13 65 34 3 30 
Swamn Soarmw 3 3 I 1 2  1 3  2 1 3  3 1  24 3 6 30 32 10 23 
While-throated Sparrow 6 24 9 1 15 27 35 l 5 12 2 3 I 6 4 
White<rowned Sparrow 1 3 7 l l 20 2 3 2 
Dark-<lyed Junco 413 730 204 4 285 208 467 790 992 2 1 1  307 400 202 107 410 683 108 421 
Lapland Loo2sDur 275 
Snow Buntin2 37 I 48 1 1 1  60 44 I 50 
Red-winged Blackhinl 562 9 5 5043 l 10 28 2 2 5 l l I I 14306 
Easiem Meadowlark 2 4 8 25 

meadowlark so. 3 I 3 
Rusty Blackbird 1 50 3 

blackbird SD. I *  I 
Brewer's Blackbird 1 *? 
Common Grackle 17 90 4 43 2 8 2 47 7 613 21  cw 1 3 1056 
Jlmwn-headed Cowbird 300 1 103 1 4 12 41 1 6  I 1 I 50 1 3  
Pumle Finch 6 4 3 14 35 5 33 3 2 7 2 L L  6 
House Fmch 144 222 301 198 40 155 89 288 104 120 60 208 7 200 248 I 29 
Red Crossbill 1 
Common Rednoll 41 30 cw 3 54 33 JOO 6 90 
Pine Siskin 19 75 3 5 7 41 81 16S 67 40 24 23 J O  
American Goldfinch 156 299 1 1 3  6 185 76 145 212 567 1 64  41 57 19 28 1 2 1  1 3 1  40 44 
EveniD2 Grosbeak 2 I 
House Sparrow 761 897 3200 44 880 454 469 515 1 1 28 1227 465 757 205 663 859 1434 321  8 1 0  
exotics: !Mook Parakeet l [5] [21] [9] 
fBlue-crowned Parakeet] [ l ]  I 'fRin2ed-tw1le Dove] [74] I [9] I 

Total species 75 77 63 33 73 52 58 67 77 57 62 78 37 66 I 68 65 37 60 
Total individuals 34436 38845hc 15729 3412 36684 8873 20363 24634 29592 13855 8360 50670 4953 22949 I 19690 12481 2330 31-U6 



INorlht'rn 
SPECIES FlllliE WTPN P.RIN VANP SCHA CL IA PC IA DAIA MU IA 

Pied-billed Grete I 
Horned Grebe 
NORTIIBRN GANNET 1•NC 
American White Pelican 1 1 
Double-crested Cormorant 2 2 
Great Blue Heron 2 1 0  3 3 I 20 I 
Tundra Swan l sp. 

llTrumoeter Swan] 
Mute Swan I 
Greater White-fronted Goose I 
Snow Goose 
Canada Goose 45 4 128 195 200 345 320 699 755 IWood Duck 3 2 1 
Green-winged Teal I 

IAmerican Black Duck 5 23 1 23 14 
Mallard I Q. I  22 371 1 12 1008 153 2703 358 
Northern Pintail 
Blue-win2ed Te:il 
Northern Shoveler 
Gad wall 9 2 5 
American Wigeon 2 
Canvasback 
Redhead I 
Rin2-necked Duck 1 0  1 
Greater Scaup I I 

!Lesser Scaup 30 6 2 8 
Old""uaw 4 
White-winged Seater I 
Common Goldeueye 8 25 255 99 I 6 1  7 
Buffiehead I I 3 I 
Hooded Mer2anser 
Common Menzanser 16 I 503 I 55 I 17 50 
Red-breasted Merganser I 6 2 
Ruddy Duck 5 I 
Turlrev Vulture 

fknrev 1• 
Bald ,._.ule 36 3 5 101 90 90 138 
Northern Hamer I 1 3 2 1 1 3 
Sharp-shinned Rawl< 3 3 1 3 I 
Cooper's Hawk I I I 3 2 I 5 
Northern Goshawk I I 2 I 

accitpiter sp. I 
Red-tboulderbd Hawk I 2 I 
Red-tailed Haw): 35 27 45 36 82 19 27 60 38 

hawk so. 
Roullh-lened Hawk 3 3 I 3 I 2 2 5 
American Kestrel 21 19 8 20 I I  9 1 6  57 15 
Mttlin I 
Pe.em"" Falcon 3 

hawlcsp. I 
Jn.v l'lrtridge 2 

I Central 

MfllV I FGPR CHAM HMWD BLOM cLLK 

I 2 6 
4 4 

7 3 5 3 1 6 

I 
I I 

7 8 2 
13�4 I 136 205 1 1 8  26�7 1229 

j 
I u, 9 

63 3 22 47 870 150 
2 
1 
6 

3 250 
70 

I 2 1 
25 

1 6  22 

2 1 1  

I 2 2 221 
5 20 

2 3 
1 6  
15 

2 
2 2 

I l (llC) 
I I 1 2 
3 3 I 2 
2 2 I 

I I 
I I 

2 I 
31 26 21 13  36 36 

2 
I 3 3 

1 5  14 14 11  10 26 

2 

D.ECA CHIL 

I 2 I f 

7 30 

f3l 

75 i 
1002 I 2202 

2 
4 I I 
9 40 

393 1436 

13 
13 5 

1 2 
77 2 

6(nc) 
1 8  2 

I I 
7 1 17 
2 50 

I 5 
l 1627 
4 

80 
I 

2 

I 
I 5 6 1  

7 
I 7 46 

PEOR 

I 

20 

1040 
4 

36 
460 

7 
34 

I 

2 
1 ·  

54 

2 I 
37 

2 

1 

45 

2 
45 

CHAU 

6 

8 
36 

5 

6 
1412 

1 
1 

78 
2291 

9 

7 
136 

2 
17 

1 1 3  

1 2  

1 •  
1 82 

4 
37 

1 264 

7 

77 
6 

2 
I 

45 

8 
17 
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SPECIES 

RinJ>-necked Pheo.<anl 
Wild Turkev 
Northern Bobwhite 
American Coor 
IGlldeu 
Cammoo Sni"" 
Bonanarte's Gull 
MEW GULL 
RinJ>-billed Gull 
H=inl!Gull 
'Ibaver's Gull 

J!Ull SO 
Rock Dove 
Mouminir Dove 
Easttm. Screech-Owl 
Snowv Ow! 
Great Homed Owl 
Bam:d Owl 
LonJ>-eared Owl 
N<lrthern Saw-whet Owl 
Belled Kin2fishcr 
Red-headed Woodoecker 
Red-bellied Woodnecker 
Yellow-bellied San�nclrer 
Downv- Woodnecker 

IHaiN Woodi>tcker 
NoJtbern Flicker 
?ilealed Woodpecker 
Ea.Lem Phoebe 
HOillL-d Lark 
Blue Jav 
American Crow 
Black-camx•d Chiclrndee 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
Whiti.-brcnsted Nuthncch 
Brown Creeoer 
Cnmlina Wren 
_!:louse Wren 
W!ntuWren 
Marsh Wren 
Golden-crowned Kin•let 
Rubv-aowned Klnsdel 
&stern _Bluebird 
Hermit Thrush 
Amorican Robin I Gray Catbird 
Northera Moclcin�blt'd 
Brown Thrasher 
CcdJ!r Waxwin� 
Northern Shrike 

I 
FREE 

2 

20 

3 8 1  
8 8  

2 

l 
I 
6 
I 

28 
2 
2 

I 
40 I 
70 I 

2 1 6  
7 0  

7 
12  
25  
2 

12  

WTPN I PRIN VANP 

9 10 

I 

36  7 
J OO 45 

7 1  45 106 
22 49 92 

2 5 

2 I 
1 2 

l 1 2  

l 7 l 
1 8  -s 1 
20 37 1 1 

l 2 
2 1  4 1  45 
7 9 4 
5 1 8  6 

I 

I 128  2 
73 76 85 
126 542 1 885 
8 1  107 1 22 

46 42 IO 
12 3 22 
64 49 25 
10 7 4 

2 

8 5 

6 

132  2 10  

1 I 
55  

!Northern 
SCHA CL IA PC IA DA IA MU IA 

I l 2 l 14  5 
102 I 33 3 2 

5 5 

I O  12  2 
1 3 I I 

! *NC 
3 3 1  5 5  721  7 
1 79 27 229 1 6  

I 1 55 85 261  1239 384 

I 3 1  25 91 339 288 
I 6 6 I 7 4 

cw 
l 1 7  15  1 8  5 

4 2 8 4 
l I 

I I I 3 7 5 
4 I 1 9  7 1 2  
14  35  33 63 62 

4 2 I 6 
28 38 7 1  l 3 1  105 
3 1 1  19  29 25 
I 14  24 3 1  3 3  

I I I 4 2 

I I 1 6  1 20 2 204 
2 12 156 1 37 I 245 2 1 0  
243 276 332 1440 197 
65 1 19 1 64 638 373 

L O  3 1 20 64 79 
1 2  49 26 5 

24 5 1  29 1 73 1 66 

I 9 1 4  48 2 
6 3 1 0  3 

1 1 1 2 
I 1 

1 3  6 9 3 

I 4 I 
7 I 5 

I I 2 109 42 74 

I 1 
I 233 I 1 5  39 50 47 

Central 
MFRV .FGPR CHAM HMWD BLOM CLLK D_ECA CHIL PEOR CHAU 

1 8  1 6  93 42 20 1 9  8 1 1 1  
3 8 I 
1 6  I 1 7  I 1 2  I I 1 8  

1 2  3 1  10 I 2 259 
I 9 l I 

3 2 I I 
I 

I 
2 3 1409 5575 7 1 1  994 LCl47 

25 13 635 1 1 5  22 

I I I 
I 1 5 

98 1 1 0  252 33 2 1 3  1 5 1  205 1 55 300 9 
68 272 92 20 I 103 94 1 25 I 332 1 39 48 
I I  1 7  I 4 I 1 3  3 5 l I 4 

4 6 9 2 3 24 2 I 5 
4 5 1 6  4 
2 I 2 2 2 

l l (nc} I 
6 3 4 I 2 6 3 1 7  10  12  
7 1 6  7 1 4 2 7 40 2 6 
99 8 1  3 1  7 1 5  32 14 1 04 47 73 

I cw I I 3 I l 
105 8 1  55  20 I 48 26 34 1 04 93 SS 
1 3  1 3  2 4 1 1  3 1 2  17  17  
45 37 44 9 I 6 39 28 44 24 77 
7 28 l I I l 7 
I I I 

38 254 8 1 5  1 9  6 37 I 1 7  1 1  62 
1 90 I !76 75 41 66 1 63 67 241 195 I 284 

8 1 000 4676 120 76 922 639 278 248 593 2 1 0  
18  50 1 83 74 324 323 I 92 

1 50 172 23 2 
1 80 1 89 1 1 I I  26 45 138 127 61  
8 7 5 3 1 2  26 1 6  3 5 43 

77 83 20 1 3  1 6  42 1 3  1 1 7  I 82 39 
1 3  1 5  1 0  2 22 7 6 3 1 0  I S  
22 27 19 2 6 1 3  2 5  I 20 14 14  

l 
3 1 4 1 3 I 1 

8 6 I 2 L 5 I 21  
3 I 1 4 1 2 3 
1 1  24 1 7 5 2 1 9  

i 2 I I 2 
33 I 4 685 9 3 9 1 2  I 298 32 228 

l (nc) 
2 2 3 4 I 6 

I 2 I 
238 15 231 78 3 77 76 I 30 136 

I I 



Northern Central 
SPECIES FREE WTPN PRIN VANP SCH.\ CL IA PC IA DA IA MU IA MFRV FGPR CHAM HMWD BLOM CLLK DECA CHIL PEOR CHAU 

Loggerhead Shrike 1 
.Euroneon Starling 2 1 0 7  234 907 306 570 737 755 4155 2268 38S3 673 2209 73 843 25000 1 1 50 2790 4730 1681 
Yellow-rum""" Warbler 1 1 2 1 2 1 1 3 
Northern Cardinal 7 1  40 223 79 165 1 68 184 695 466 297 334 266 24 106 86 86 280 284 2 1 8  
Ru!ous-sided Towhee 1 1 2 1 
.A.merican Tree Sparrow 1 2� 26 329 294· 900 368 488 226 1085 976 1 1 0  108 36 53 155 62 222 167 209 
field Sparrow 1 1 1 5 1 2 1 2 
V•.,,..r Scarrow 1 
Savannah Sparrow 1 
Fox Sparrow I 1 I 2 I I 
Son2 SPilO'OW 7 1 0  3 2  1 2  5 1 2  37 62 54 53 74 9 1 6 1 2  2 7  2 8  49 42 28 
Lincoln's Soarrow 1 1 
Swamn Smrmw 6 3 3 10  4 1 5  44 9 9 6 3 J  17 I 5 1 1 3  
White-lhroated Scarrow 1 0  I I I 1 4 I 1 5  1 3  50 47 63 9 23 I 3 1 5  1 6  
Whlte-aowned SD3JTOW 5 10 ! 10 l l 7 l2 5 1 2 1 
Dark-eved Junco 23f· 1 12 347 256 709 227 471 707 1029 629 482 379 37 1 09 186 90 421 287 330 
Lapland Longspur 2 1 46 l I l 
Snow Bunting I 22 8 2 
Red-wJnged Blackbird 2 2 I 1 8 1 1  5 8 1 2  1 303 32 1 1 
Eas!em Mcadowlnrk 20 24 ! 3 3 ] 2 2 1 1 3  
Yell ow-beaded Blacldrlnl 1 
Rn.rv Blackbird 1 50 l 5 1 0  

blackbird sp. 200 3 2 LOO 
Brewer's Blockbird i 2 
Common Grackle I 1 4 3 1 0  3 2 1 1  2 l l  4 3000 4 8 l l6 6 
Brown-headed Cowbird 6 1 1 30 29 4 1 6  267 3 1500 2 1 1 1  
Purole Finch 6 7 9 1 7  I 1 6  2 1 1  34 32 1 9  6 2 I 3 14 1 1  38 
House Finch 106 63 16  44 64 2 9 1  249 154 21"- 125 53 24 62 2 54 39 I JOO 
Red Crossbill 2 I I 
Common Redooll l 1 I cw 4 I 
Pine Siskin 1 7  7 1 5  5 12  2 40 55 36 1 32 6 9 78 1 6  I 5 I 24 
American Goldfillcb 1 9  4 5  7 1  54 90 1 1 2  73 146 192 12: 108 65 29 36 27 52 I 2 1 6  149 62 
Eveain2 Grosbcalc I 1 
House Scarrow 1 04'1 1 44 995 350 876 750 1 1 74 2357 1976 864 796 1687 574 388 574 565 l l 79 J-622 558 
Eurasian Tre.e Sonn:ow 1 1 64 

Total Species 39 35 57 60 37 76 68 82 75 69 61 60 45 58 86 70 75 63 8 1  
Total lndi•iduals 534<i 1475 5136 4881 4654 6199 5685 18947 11283 912&0 9301 7345 1)55 6955 36298 10502 14682 12513 11970 
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S--'-
IRed-lhroated Loon 
Common Loon [Pied-billed Grebe 
Homed Grebe 

11 blred Grebel 
Westerm Grebe 
American White Pelican 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Greal Blue Heron 
CATILE EGRET 
Black-<:rowned Niitbt-Heron 
Mute Swan 
Greater White-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 
Ross' Goose 
Canada Goose 
Wood Duck 
Green-winRed Teal 
American Black Duck 
Mallard 
Northern Pintail 
Blue-winRed Teal 
Northern Shoveler 
Gad wall 
American Wigeon 
Canvasback 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Grealer Scauo 
Lesser Scaup 
Oldsauaw 
White-win!!ed Scoter 
Black Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
Common Goldeneve 
Bufflehead 
Common G. x Bufflehead 
Hooded Merganser 
Common Merganser 
Red-breasted MerRanser 
Ruddy Duck 

duck sp. 
Black Vulture 
Turkey Vulture 
Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 
Sham-shinned Rawk 
Cooper's Hawk 
Northern Goshawk 

accitoiter so. 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
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Centred I South 
Snecles CRJ.K SPFD RUST:I MERE WMER OUIN LINC BIRD KASK RDLK CROR CYCR CALK UNION HSLK COLL ELSA PEMR 

Nor1hem Bobwhile 21 30 12  1 5  4 63 35 55 40 58 I 7 1 7  28 

American Coot 3 5 10 165 73 99 6 103 2500HC 20 
Killdeer 4 9 51 1 5  147 163h: 467HC 22 
Least Sandri!""" 3HC 
Common Snioe 4 2 23 13 
American Woodcock I 1 I I 
Bonanarte's Gull 225hc I 500 70 48 2h,; 2 

'Rinv-tn'lled Gull 1 6 l  4000hc 2 37 209 465 12  1 I 2327 149 4 20000HC 600Qh,; 1 200 2053 75 2962. 
Herring Gull l2 25 4 5 101 5 68 16 1 5  3 29 5 
Lesser Black-backed Gull l*nc 

run sp 75 1 2 100 
Rock Dove 36 1 70 19 29 ;:19 453 148 77 9 9 1  23 3 4  23 30 43 1 7 1  3 1 6 
Maumin11: Dove 6 497 2 15 44 83 128 377 85 108 67 2 1 5  40 398 300 1 83 6 13 
Barn Owl 6 
Eastern Screech-Owl 8 l l  4 22 2 2 2 I 16 1 7hc 
Great Homed Owl 2 29hc l 3 7 I 4 14 3 1 2  14 I 7 3 2 1 

Barred Owl 2 3 I 1 8 1 14 8 4 2 1 

Lorui� Owl 5 l *(nc) 1 I 
Short-eared Owl 1 1 I 2 3  
Northern Saw-whet Owl 1 I 
Belted Kinl(fishi!r 2 1 1  1 12  4 5 2 I 8 7 Jo) 10 24 12 2 1 4 
Red-headerl w"""""��er 6 9 9 2 52 56 40 9 14 14 I 1 3  6 27 1 3  4 I I 40 
Red-bellied Woodoecker 68 76 24 55 38 49 56 46 19 80 57 86 46 150 67 22 28 58 
Yellow.bellied ""nrufur 2 4 2 2 2 4 I 32 1 2 2 I 4 
Downy Woodnocker 57 82 42 42 54 52 48 42 21 71 44 6'.5 3 1  1 1 3  5 2  25 1 3  35 

H>irv Woodoecke:r 24 1 7 1 3  14 9 4 9 2 22 8 45 5 37 1 5  4 
Northern Ricker 42 104 9 38 77 9 20 I I  1 6  75 40 1 12 26 159 9 1  27 I 5 27 
Pileated W oodoecker 7 6 8 lO 5 1 6 13 34 3 8 1  1 8  I 3 8 
Eastern Phoebe I *  1 I 
Homed Lark 6 3 12 5 5 31 334 48 197 9 154 97 62 402 22 32 

Blue Jay 80 241 103 146 160 160 142 244 143 527 249 l l 3 296 208 166 61 45 I l l  
American Crow 534 1001 267 1 1 030 5620 166 96 136 87 329 1 1 2  100 66 170 61 257 35 154 
Fish Crow I I 
Black-e:mDed Chickadee !Oi 220 1 1 2  102 160 107 7 20 25 65 84 
Carolina Chickadee 6 72 95 165 153 128 80 222 I l l  14 
Tufted Titmouse 40 106 53 46 28 89 72 82 34 62 141 157 44 127 1 0 1  20 65 51 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 3 1  2 2  1 53 JO 5 2 1 27 46 4 ID 90hc 48 
White-breasted Nuthatch 44 42 33 40 49 44 28 I 22 3 I 15 1 8  43 12 100 52 7 12 24 

Brown Creeil"f 10 28 5 6 2 4 5 4 2 10 6 11 4 27 15 2 2 
Carolina Wren 26 43 2 25 2 1 8  9 1 2  3 85 22 69 40 86 79 16 4 26 
House Wren I I 1 2* 
Winter Wren 3 4 2 1 7 2 2 1 25 13 
Marsh Wre:n 1 �  
Golden-crowned l'.ingfct .'l 1 3 15  11  5 77 20 8:! 17 132 25 3 3 
Rubv-crowned Kin!tlet 3 4 I 3 1 45hc 27 1 
Blue-orav Gnatcatcher] 2-cw-nd 

Eastern Bluebird '7 1 1  I 29 7 4 60 17  1 4  I 34 89 9g 8 65 90 20 ' 35 
Hermit Thrush I I I 3 5 33 33 
American Robin 26 89 3 1 14 66 4 10 28 18 73 405 53079 227 400 100 1 12 49 19 
Gn1y Catbird 1 I l * 
NOrtbem_MocJdn2blro 5 5 3 1 1 I 49 14 I 26 31 34 1 0  1 6  39 19 4 6 

!Brown Throshe:r 1 1 I 3 I 7 2 1 3 3 
American Pinit I 7* I *  
Cedar Waxwin2 101 270bc 7 1 04  1 5  1 2  17  I 49 291 40 3 1  1 3  418hc 34 4 
l.o•JZerbead Shrike 2 9 5 I 8 5 12 7 8 1 3  1 

IF.lln'>!>clln Starlin� 5935 1339 380 931 658 I 708 5601 2927 4867 I 536000 4397 39,�2 1 1 33 I 1350 1950 2004 259 656 
NMhville Warbler I*  
Ca oe Mav Warblor cw* l * 
Y ellow-nunlll"ll Warbler 5 1 I 9 5 190 58 I 
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SnPCies 

l'ine Warlber 
Black-and-white Warbler 
Common Yellowthroat 
Northern Cardinal 
lndigo Bunting 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
American Tree Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
V esocr S rui=w 
Savannah Sparrow 
Le Conte's Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
So!lR Soarrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
Swamp Sparrow 
White-throated Soarrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Hw:ris Snonnw 

Dm::l<-eved Jun<'O 
Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunting 
Red-win�ed Blackbird 
Eastern Meadowlark 
meadowlark so. 

Rusty Blackbird 
blackbird sp. 

Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Pumle Finch 
House Finch 
Common RedooD 

Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Even;nq Grosbeak 
House Soarrow 
Eurasian Tree Soarrow 

Total species 
Total individuals 
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3 
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14 
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Birding the Middlefork River Valley 
Part II: Kennekuk Cove County Park 

is probably the most heavily birded 
area in Vermilion County, and for 
good reason. This 2,700-acre park 
provides great birding opportunilies 
along with a wide vatiety of recre
ational facilities without sacrificing 
its natural character. The park also 
encompasses virtually every habitat 
to be found in east-central Illinois, 
including grassy and old fields as 
well as an ongoing prairie restoration 
projects. The for�sts are equally di
verse. Mature, bottomland forests are 
found along the Middlefork River 
while mature, wooded ravines are 
located in tl1e uplands. Successional 
areas, good for migrants, abound be
tween LIJ.e fields aI1d \voodlands. The 
park also contains 1 70-acre Lake 
Mingo, as well as several small ponds 
and a tairly l::irgc restored marsh com
plex. 

Kennekuk: Cove County Park has 
recently become well known for its 
breeding birds. Vermilion County 
birders were lucky to find the entire 
confines of the park inside one of the 
atlas blocks of therccentl y completed 
l llinois Breeding Bird Atlas Project. 
We are proud of the fact that this one 
quadrant had the highest number of 
confi..rined breeding species of any 
one quadrant in the state with 1 07, 
and four others possible. These in
cluded many species rare and/or pre-
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viously unrecorded as breeding in the 

county. 

Probably my best contribution to 
the atlas project was also my luckiest. 
I had come home for the weekend 

Flocks numbering in 

the thousands of 

Lapland Longspurs 

are not uncommon 

in early spring and 
l �  ... � C � l l  
l d l t:  l dll. 

from southern Illinois where I was 
spending much of the spring and sum
mer working on a bird research 
project. I thought I would hike the 
new marsh complex at the county 
park one more time that spring hop-
ing lo get a late, migrant Least B itlem 
for my year list. However at the late 
date, May 30, I didn' t really expect to 
find one. Much to my delight, just 
after entering the marsh, I flushed my 
qwm·y. And much to my surprise, 
when I waded over to where the hire\ 
had flushed, there lay its humble 
abode, and a first county record. 

U i rdi ng at K ennekuk C o v e  
County Park begins immediately as 
you pass Uirough t.hc park gates. Dur
ing the breeding season, Eastern 

by Steven D .  Bailey 

ivreadowlarks flush from ihe road-

side, and bluebirds, responding nicely 
to a well-maintained nest box pro
grain, are a common sight along park 

roads. Henslow' s  Spanow, formerly 
one of the main avian attractions of 
tl1e park, has gradually declined to 
the point where tl1e species is seldom 
found. However, it is wortl1 listening 
for thebird's peculiar insect-like, two
syllable song as you drive along the 
fields from the entrai1ce to the visitor 
center. 

The successional fields to U1e 
south ;md the shruhhy hedger0w im
mediately to the west of the building 
are good for Dell ' s  Vireo. Just south 
of U1e visitor center, head west a short 
distance to the first road on your left. 
As you travel south, watch and listen 
::i long the road edges and nearby suc
cessional fields for vaiious migrants 
in spring and fall, espcciall y fl yea tell
ers, vireos, and warblers. The large 
oaks in the yard and woods sun-ound
ing tl1e residence house where tl1e 
road jogs west arc good for several 
breeding species including Eastern 
Wood-Pewee and Summer Tanager. 
Continu ing west as you make your 
way Lo the parking area, U1e road 
edges remain good for migrant�. The 
1oad ends m i �ookoui Poini Picnic 
area. A trail continues west to Look
out Point through forest and succes
sional habitat good for summer rcsi-

Meadowlark 

. . .  



Lo�g-eared Owls can be spotted in pine plantations from late fall through early 
spring at Horsehoe Pond near Kennekuk Cove County Park in the Middlefork 
River V,alley. Steve Bailey took this photo of a Long-eared Owl at a pine 
plantation north of Higginsville in May 1 986. 

dent species such as Wood Thrush 

Carolina Wren, and Scarlet Tanager'. 
The trail forms the southern 

boundary of the park, but much of the 

land to the south is being leased by 

the conservation district from Illinois 

Power Co., so feel free to explore the 

edges of the cultivated fields just 

south of the trail for nesting Lark 

Sparrows which have become regu

lar here. Continue to the bluffs over

looking the Middlefork River. At 

times this area provides a good van

tage from which to view migrating 

hawks, especially in the fall. Also 

look and listen for Northern Parula 

Cerulean, and Yellow-throated War� 
biers during nesting season down in 

the treetops along the river. 

To see a totally different group of 

birds, retrace your path back to the 

T-intersection with the main road wesl 
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of the visitor center. Tum left (west) 

and proceed to the large parking lot 

near the nature center. Park, then 

walk north along a gravel road to the 

north of the parking lot. You may 

want to bring boots. The marsh com

plex just east of the road, and farther 

north, just west of the road, attracts a 
wide variety of water birds, includ

ing Pied-billed Grebe, both bitterns, 

several herons, Canada Goose (nest

ing), 18 species of duck, Osprey, 

Sora and Virginia Rail, Common 

Moorhen, coot, Sandhill Crane, Wil

let, Wilson' s Phalarope, Black Tern, 

Willow and Alder Flycatchers, all six 

swallows, Sedge and Marsh Wrens 

American Pipit, and LeConte' s Spar� 
row. A large list can be tallied in this 

one area of the park on a good day, 

especially in early spring.  

To get to an area with winlering 

species, go back to the visitor center 

and tum left. Watch for the sign for 

Horseshoe Pond and park. Wood

land Prairie Trail starts just north of 

the parking lot and leads to a small 

red and white pine plantation. In the 

pines be alert for Short and, espe

cially, Long-eared Owls which have 

been almost regular here from late 

fall through early spring. Accipiters 

also hunt and roost here, as well as 

several passerines including both 

kinglets, j uncos, Purple Finch and, 

once, Red Crossbills. 

Lake Mingo is always worth a 

check, especially before the fisher

men cover the lake. There are several 

sites from which to view the lake. 

The best are near the dam side where 

the lake is widest. Bald Eagles and 

Osprey are not uncommon in migra

tion; the many large dead trees along 

the lake' s  edge provide excellent 

perches. Other likely birds include 

Common Loon; Pied-billed and 

Homed Grebes; Double-crested Cor

morant; several herons, including 

Great Egret and B lack-crowned 

Night-Heron; Snow Goose, up to 20 
species of duck, coot, Ring-billed 

and B onaparte' s Gulls, Caspian and 

Forster' s Terns, B elted Kingfisher, 

and all six swallows. Rarities found 

there include Eared Grebe, Tundra 

and Mute Swans, S urf Scoter, and 

Golden Eagle. 

Several good birding spots are 

outside the park as well. All are on 

private property. Nevertheless, most 

can be birded from the road, espe

cially flooded fields in the spring, 

which are good for shorebirds and 

longspurs. Twenty-eight species of 

shorebirds have been found in such 

fields in the valley, including annual 

flocks of Lesser Golden Plover Urnt 

number in the thousands (spring), 

some of the biggest flocks of Ibis 

species to be found anywhere. Other 

inLercsting shorebirds include Ameri

can A vocet, Willet, Ruddy Turnslone, 

White-rumped, B aird's and B uff

breasted Sandpipers, and Wilson' s  
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and Red-necked Phalaropes. 

One of my best finds ever for the 
county, a Curlew Sandpiper, was dis
covered in a flooded field. Flocks 
n umbering in the thousands of 
Lapiand Longspurs are nol uncom
mon in early spring and late fall. The 
rare Smith ' s  Longspuris found yearly 
in goodnumbers infallow, short-grass 
fields or in the stubble of cultivated 
fip]d� n�1rnllv whPn� t hp1;:p fipJrk :.irP ------·  __ _____ , · · ---- - � - � - � , - _____ .__, _....... _ 

wet and contain foxtail. 

1 Q  7 c;. I ...., I 'OJ 

Visitor Information 

To reach Kennekuk County Park, 
take the Martin Luther King Drive 

(also U.S. Highway 1 50) exit (210) 
off Interstate 74 near Danville. Bear 
right, heading east on U.S. 150, to the 
first stoplight. Turn left onto Henning 
Road and continue north 4. 7 miles to 
the park entrance. 

Cedar Hill Visitor Cenlcr pro-
v1u�::; nnor1nalitHi aud park rnaps . 
There also are concession stands at 
Lake Mingo and many picnic areas . 

For more information about 
Kennekuk Cove Couniy Pafk, wriie 
V crmilion County Conservation Dis
trict, Box 215,  Danville, IL 61832, or 
call 217-442-169 1 .  

Editor's Note: 

For Part I of tliis story, see Mead
owlark: 3:1. Steve Bailey welcomes 
yo u r  co rrespondence rega rding 
birding the Middlefork Rive r Valley 
complex. You can reach him at: R.R. 
3, 9 Riverside Cou rt, Danville, IL 
61832. 

RO•l>S ' PARKlNQ -
H a:::ST RCX»�S: '4· 
PL.AYGROUtlDS (D 
eou�m:Ann:s - - -
WATER 
F"1_S!il-NC LlOC'KS 
au- u .. o 1.r.ias 11 

BA'L'L OIAMO.NCS 

SHELTERS / B U I L D I N G S  

I - V i s i t o r  C e n t e r  
2 - P a r k  R e s idence 
] - N a t u r e  C e n t e"r  
4 - W h i t e  Oa k Barn ( S h e l t e r ) 
5 - M a i n t e n a n c e  C e n t e r  
6 - H i ckory H o l low S h e l t e r  
7 - 'T'win P o i n t s  S he l t e r  

KEN N E KU K  COU NTY PAR K  
8 - Herb G a r d e n  
9 - Ve r m i l  ion C h a p e l  
1 0 - H ideaway 

) 
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1 1 -Red Oak School 
1 2 - I r o ri wood Spr i n g s  Boa t 

Ramp ( Se e  E n l a r g e me n t ) 
lJ ... R o t .:i.r�· P o i n t  S h o l t c r  
1 4 - M a l l a.rd P o i n t  S h e l t e r  
1 5 - S t e phen s '  B e a c h  

( S e e  E n l argemen t )  

PONDS 

A-W i l d l i fe Pund 
8-Ceda.r H i l l  Pond 
C - W h i t e  O a k  Pond 
0 - Tw i n  P o i n t s  Pond 
E - H o r s e s hoe Pond 

H I K I NG TRA I L S / -

1 - Wood land P r a i r i e  Tt·a i l 
2 - River B l u f f  Tra i l  
] - Raccoon R u n  T r a i l  
4 -1-! i cl d "' .n  "�.! l��' T � ·u J  
5 -Cedar H i l l  Pond Tra i l  
6 - Lo o k o u t  P o i n t  Tra i l  
7 - La.ke M i n g o ·  T r a i l  

P l l I VA'r£ ,J. 

l' H J VATE 

• 

ENTRANC E / E X I T  

l Jenning Rd. 
· r-- - -- - -- - - slri[}-mined 

./// L������ :7.:�T ' -l_ __J ../'....._ 4��,���H 
L _ _ _ _,_ ____ _,J - l...!i..r I 

I L L J N O C S  PO'rlf.fl LAND i' 
( UN D E R  f.f,ASE 1'0 KENN E K U K ) 
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10 January l994 - I saw a Brown 

Thrasher (Toxostoma rufum) on a 

feeder eating seed in the "magic" 
courtyard at the Fourth Presbyterian 

Church at Delaware St. and Michi

gan A venue in downtown Chicago 
across from the John Hancock B uild-

How could this bird 

be surviving the 

winter blasts at 

night? 

ing. Could it be the same thrasher I 
noticed in the courtyard in late No
vember and on and off through 25 
December? 

Berries, albeit shliveled, still hung 
on the hawthorne trees. Icicles 
dripped with water. Yesterday, I had 
alsonoticedmanytrees eastofMichi
gan Ave. still holding their berries 

and crab apples. 

The courtyard is very small. In the 
center are two large Lrees completely 

FEEDER STATION 

Brown Thrasher Winters 
at a Chicago Feeder 

ringed from top to bottom with Yel
low-bellied Sapsucker holes. Fairly 
dense shrubs grow in Lwo comers and 
some grape-leaved ivy climbs the 
church' s  stone walls. The courtyard 
is open only on the east side where it  
faces the Hancock Building; thus i t  is  
reasonably sheltered from the wind. 

This courtyard almost always has 
an unusual bird in it. But a Brown 

Thrasher in winter? It would have to 
leave soon or perish. 

18 January - Temperatures dipped 
to 65 degrees below zero with the 
windchill. The Brown Thrasher at 

the church survived. It sat still, con
serving energy and following the 

progress of the sun as itmovedaround 
the courtyard. 

19 January - I found the thrasher 
asleep in the sun. Glowing amber. 

20 January - The thrasheropened 
one eye and then opened its mouth 
which was strawberry pink colored 
inside. I actually saw its tongue. 

28 January - I returned from a 
nasty business trip to Boston and 
New York. A major ice storm pelted 
down on the way back. The Brown 
Thrasher was still in fine shape at the 
church despite a 2-inch layer of ice 
on top of everything and slush on top 
of that. There were still three White
throated Sparrows there, Loo. 

I had expected to find a stiff body 

by Christine Philip 

at the base of the church wall. I wor

ried that the ice coating would be 
frozen solid on all surfaces. How 
could this bird be surviving the win
ter blasts at night? There was no 

foliage left on the shrubs to offer any 
shelter. 

to February, 18l•'ebruary -Brown 

Thrasher was fine. 

28 February - Some of the snow 

and ice melted from the base of the 

church walls. The Brown Thrasher 

looked bedraggled, but it was on the 
grass and under the bushes, perhaps 
foraging for food. 

1 O March - I returned from a 
California business trip. The Brown 

Thrasher was gone. 

11 March Still no Brown 

Thrasher. The church caretaker, who 
cleans winter debris from under the 

shrubs, said he hadn't  found a bird's 
body anywhere. 

I hoped this bird had flown free at 
last. From now on, I ' l l  wonder if 
every Brown Thrasher I see in the 
magic churchyard is the wintering 
bird of 1 994. And I will always re
member how welcome in the snow 
this bird was Lo me throughout the 

long, cold winter. 

Christine Philip 
4946 Douglas Rd., #102 

Downers Grove, IL 6051 5  
Feeder station drawing by Denis Kania 
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State Winter and Christmas Bird CouQ-t 
Record for Northern Gannet 

I awoke early 1 9  December 1 993,  looking for
ward to a great Quad Cities Christmas Bird Count. The 
temperatures were to be rather pleasant for a winter 
con nt with a predicted low of 17 degrees and a high of 3t1 
degrees F. 

After morning birding in our standard area, we covered 
a few high priority areas along the Mississippi River includ
ing Lock and Dam No. 1 5 ,  Ben B utterworth Parkway, and 
Su nset �v1arina at the west end of Rock Islautl. 

Sunset Marina contains mixture of sloughs adj acent to 
the Mississippi River and the mouth of the Rock River and 
is well-known for holding good numbers of birds and 
rarities, especially during the winter. Located near the lock 
and dams, the marina has open water in all but the must 
extrerne wealher. An American White Peiican (Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos) had been seen at the marina for more than 
a .:Veek, so we set ou t  for the marina to search fur that species 
and other unusual ducks and gulls. Little did we know how 
exciting that trip to the marina would be. 

As we turned the car into the parking lot next to the 
slough where the pelican had been observed, I could see a 
large congregation of  gulls, moslly Ring-billed Gulls (Larus 
delawarensis) with a few Herring Gulls 
(Larus argentatus) . They were chasing shad, 
but suddenly departed and flew to evade the 
wrath of a larger diving b ird. Immediately, 
I could see a huge, dark, mettled bird zoom 
through the g ulls and steal a shad from one 
of them. The bird flew back above the 
feeding group of gulls and swallowed the 
shad. The bird lhen hovered, w·atched, and 
waited for the next gull to catch a shad. 

the group eliminated Masked Booby and agreed on North
ern Gannet. A description of this bird is on file with the 
Illinois Ornithological Records Committee (IORC). 

We enjoyed watching this pelagic bird dive into the 
pack of gulls, easily remove shad, then return to hover over 
the gulls. 

Suddenly, an immature B ald Eagle came swooping in 
on the gannet. The gannet, nearly the size of the eagle, 
fought back, hoarsely squawking. The two b attled in the 
air,dispersing the gulls b ack to the main river channel. The 
gannet seemed lo easily uutDy the eagle. 

Ibe gulls were by now frightened off, and the gannet 
finally decided to head upriver. The eagle chased the 
gannet for about 2.5 to 3 rrJlcs. \1.fe w·atched the birds until 
they disappeared from view. 

We learned later that two other Northern Gannet 
sightings had occurred in northeastern Illinois one month 
earlier (Brock 1 994). Pucelik ( 1 983-84) discovered the 
on! y Illinois record, an inland bird seen 1 9-20 November 
1 983  by multiple observers at Powerton Lake, Tazewell 
County. adj acent Lo the Illinois River. Besi des a ')llestion
able North Dakota record mentioned by DeSante and Pyle 
( 1 986), our Mississippi River record may be one of the 
westernmost sightings for this maritime species in the 
Midwest. 

- Brian L. Blevins, 
2003 E. 12th St., 

Davenport, Iowa 52803 

2 7 Species of Ducks 
in Sangamon County 

We were looking at either an immature From 1 January to 1 5  
Nonhern Gannet (Sula bassanus) or a March 1 994, I recorded 27 spc-
Maskcd Booby (Sula dactylatra).  My cies of ducks in S angamon 
brother and I had just recently observed of 27 species of ducks seen there during the Conn ty
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both gannets along the Texas coast. The , 

h b D . 0 h k c1es o · uc s cou e seen. winter season. P oto '.Y enms e in e. 
High counts were 2 1  species 1 9  family has a unique j izz and silhouette. 

While looking at the bird, our group carefully began point- February and 22 species 6 March. 
ing out  the different field identification characters. My Some Surf Scoters (Melanitta perspicillata) had been 
brother, Corey B levins, noticed the long, slender, wedge seen in December 1 993, bu t the rare ducks really did not 
shupc of th tail uiid t l  e w:1il<; .c:;.esc lrnu utlly. My 1ati1er, start to appear until l January 1 994, when a Black Scoter 
Lewis Blevins, poi nlcd ou l the massive size of the light gray (Melanilla nig ra) was discovered at Lake Springfield. Clark 
bill. I could see a faint but  distinct single white line running Olson and l saw this immature male off the golf course. 
the lenglh of the underwing. The fourth member of our Fifleen species of ducks were seen that day, including 
party, Dale Dickenson, noted the whitish mottling on the Redheads (Aythya americana), Wood Duck (Aix sponsa), 
head and nape. The feet, which were qui le large and webbed, and Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis), all of which arc 
were constantly being u sed as rudders. Pu tting these field usually difficull Lo record in winter. The majority of ducks, 
marks to gcther and adding Lhc size and dominance over the several Jrn nclred each, were Common Guldeneye (Bucephala 
gulls: especially when compared wilh the HeITing Gulls, clangula) and Cornmon Merganser (Mergus merganser) . 
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The last of the three mergansers was added on 3 January, 
when a male Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) 
appeared at Lake Springfield. On 5 January, two male 
Greater Scaup (Aythya marila) were at Lake Springfield. I 
identified more Greater Scaup this winter than ever before. 
Northern Shoveler (Anas clypeata), another difficult winter 
duck, was seen 7 January at Sangchris S tate Park. Then, a 
rather dull- looking 
White-winged Seater 
(Melanitta fusca) ap
peared 1 1  January at 
Lake Springfield. 

The moderately 
mild weather changed 
in the next few days. I 
recorded the tempera
ture changes in my 
notes: Jan. 14 - very 
cold, 5 degrees, N 
wind, -30 wind chill; 
January 1 5 - very cold, 
- 1 1  degrees to a high of -3 degrees 
F. By 1 6  January, most  of Lake 
Springfield was frozen except the 
area around the warm water out
let. All of the other areas with 
shallower water were definitely 
frozen; even Lake S angchris, a 
warm-water lake, was mostly fro
zen. When this happens I know all 
available waterfowl must come 
into the warm-water area. 

These scoters and other waterfowl may have been in 
central Illinois because of zebra mussels, abundant in the 
Illinois River valley. However, the mussels have nol yet 
been found in Lake Springfield; so it  is more probable lhat 
the freeze-up brought the ducks. 

Two other rarities were seen the first half of March. 
Actually, I had seen a female goldeneye with an all pinkish

Harlequin Duck, 

J6jan. 1994, 
Springfield, one of 

27 species of ducks 
seen there during the 

winter season. Photo 

by Dennis Oehmke. 

orange bill on 1 8  February at Lake 
Springfield, but it was diving so 
much, I could not get the other field 
marks I needed to confirm it was a 
Barrow's Goldencye (Bucephala 
islandica). On 4March, Kevin Rich
mond and Louise Augustine told 
me they had rediscovered the gold
eneye, and the bird' s field marks 
seen through theirQuestars clinched 
the B arrow's Goldeneye identifica-
tion. That evening, I studied the 
yellow-billed goldeneye for more 
than an hour. The head shape, with 
shaggy nape and triangular, bright, 
pinkish-orange bill and a panel and 
a half of white on the wing made it 
a B arrow's Goldeneye. 

I 've looked for 24 years at all 
the widgeons I could find for a Em·· 
asian Widgeon (Ana penelope). On 
the Ides of March at B uckhart, I 
finally saw a beautiful drake for my 
first county record and the 27th spe
cies of duck for the year. The Eur
asian Widgeon looked most like a 
brightly-marked Redhead. Oehmke 
photographed it the same day. 

I was at a small inlet on the 
west side of Lake Springfield, 
which had large numbers of ducks 
and geese packed into it, when I 
spied a small, dark, chunky duck 
with white spots on its face. It was 
a female H arlequin Duck 
(Histrionicus histrionicus) . This 

Immature male King Eider, 9 fan. 1994, Kane 

County. Photo by Annalee Fjellberg. 

I also saw during this period a 
hybrid male Common Goldeneye x 
Bufflehead(Bucephala albeola) and 
a hybrid female Common Golden
eye x Hooded Merganser at Lake 

was my 20th species of duck for the year. Dennis Oehmke 
appeared soon after that and began taking photographs. 
Also in that small inlet were the Black Seater and the White-
winged Scoter. 

Later in January, I added a Blue-winged Teal (Anas 
discors) at Washington Park and Oehmke found a Green
winged Teal (Anas crecca) at the same spot on the 28th. 
Plus, a Northern Pintail (Anas acuta) was at Lake Spring
field on the 29th. That made 23 species of ducks in January. 
The rarities hung around, but they were not always easy to 
find. A birder came from as far as Louisiana to see the 
Harlequin Duck, but we were unable to find it  that day. The 
Harlequin  Duck was last seen 1 2  March. 

On 2 Febru ary, a female Oldsquaw (Clangula hyemalis) 
arrived at Lake Springfield. It was warming up some and 
Lake Springfield was opening when I found a Surf Scoter 
(Melanitta perspicillata) and a different White-winged 
Scoter on 7 February . Several times, I tried to see al I three 
scoters in one day (they were there), but I was never 
successful .  
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Springfield, and an albino female Gadwall (Anas strepera) 
which wintered at Sangchris State Park. 

Twenty-seven species of ducks is more than I usually 
record in an entire year. 

- H. David Bohlen, 
Illinois State Museum, 1 920 S. 1 0 112 St., Springfield, IL 

62703 

King Eider 
in Kane County 

While birding the Tekawilha Woods Forest Pre
serve in Kane Counly 2 January 1 994, I was allracled by Lhe 
sounds of large numbers of Canada Geese. This investiga
tion provided worthwhile since I observed more than 500 
Canada Geese, 100 Mallards, 75 Common Goldeneye, and 
a pair of Hooded Mergansers. Upon my return, I observed 
an unusual duck swimming alone al the downstream end of 
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the unfrozen porLion of the river. Although the unusual bill 
configuration strong! y suggested an eider, I considered this 
highly improbable and decided to review the various refer
ence materials prior to committing to an identification 
based on bill shape alone and field marks at quite a distance. 

Returning the next morning, I happily found Lhe bird 
sLill there and much closer. The appearance maLched de
scriptions for an immature male King Eider (Somateria 
spectabilis) fairly well .  The principal exception was the 
upper breasL, which was sofl gray, with some evidence of 
molting to white. Most field guides depict the breast of an 
immature male King Rider as being pure white. The 
symmetrical orange bill, white eye ring, and thin, white arc 
behind the eye were plainly visible. 

The eider proved very cooperative and remained in the 
same general vicini ty u ntil 17 January, allowing observa
tion by many inLerested birders. I observed it almost daiiy. 

The King Eider spent most of Lhe time in the river and 
was timed in frequent dives of between 8 and 13 seconds in 
shallow water. Dives were often followed by wing stretch
ing or short periods of preening. The bird would rest on the 
edges of ice islands at mid-river, occasionally with Canada 
Geese, but u sually alone. This eider did not associate with 
Mallards and on several occasions, behaved aggressively 
by swimming toward an individual Mallard wiLh bill and 
head thrust forward. The Mallards would always back off 
from the more aggressive eider. 

This immaLure male King Eider was a good find for all 
of us fortunate enough to have been out  to see it. The eider 
was particularly rewarding for me as I am a newcomer to 
Illinois and the discovery put me directly in Louch wilh Lhc 
local birding communily as well as led Lo membership in the 
Illinois Ornithological Society. 

- Roy Netherton, 1201 Thoroughbred Circle, 
St, Charles, IL 60147 

Chicago Area's 
first winter Indigo Bunting 

Early 3 Janu ary 1 994, I was performing the mun
dane morning ritual of V.'ashing dishes and drinking coffee 
when I looked ouL  my garden box kitchen window to sec an 
Indigo B u nting (Passerina cyanea). The bird was hopping 
on my deck eaLing cracked corn and mixed bird seed I had 
strewn out a night earlier. I immediately recognized the 
female immature plumage. 

T tnn1'- thP fnl l c"u 1 n n  d P f <:l i l r=>rf rlPQrri n H n n  T h P  hirr� \l!•.i l.:' - - � - ""-- - -- - - - -- - • • ---o - - ---- - - -·- � - - -r - - - -- · - -- - � -- - · · -·· 

between goldfinch and junco sized. Ils bill was grayish with 
some orangish yellow at the hasa.1 onc- l h i rrl of the loweJ" 
mandible.  The bird showed a plain rusLy brown face with a 
beady black eye and no supercilium. The crown was brown
ish with some fine combing of blackish streaks. The bird 
had a whitish throat with a fine b u t  noLiccable gray malar 
stripe. Underparts were white. Some fine brownish-gray 
sLreaking covered the breast. The back was brownish with 
some fine r uddy streaking. Wing coverts were brownish 
\Vith only slighl buffy edgings as \Vingbars. The forked tail 
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was dark brownish. I later made a colored-pencil sketch of  
lhe bm[ which is on  file w1Lh lURC. 

Unfortunately, the bird remained at our home for only 
one hour and 1 5  minuLes. At  approximately 10 :30 a.m. a 
Cooper' s Hawk had arrived and was perched immcdiaLcly 
over two hanging bird feeders .  Needless to say this predator 's  
arrival scattered my feeder birds including the bunting.  
Unfortunately the bunting never reappeared despiLc several 
searches of the neighborhoods near my home in sou thern 
Lake County. 

This species normally does not linger in NorLh Ameri
can during fall migration. It migrates to Mexico and Central 
and South America by early November. This is the first 
Chicago area winter record for the species. Mlodinow 
( 1 984) listed no winter records for this species. A search of  
the l ileralure indicates that Indigo Buntings do occasional ly 
show up in southern Illinois in winter (Bohlen 1 989) .  
However, Lhere are very few late fall records for central and 
norLhern Illinois; in facl, Lhe laLesL norLhcrn date for Lbe 
species is 15  November in Winnebago County (Chapel 
1 993) .  Wisconsin has recorded only one win ter record of an 
Indigo Bunting (Calumet Cou nty) (Robbins 1 99 1 ) . 

- David B. Johnson, 504 Crown Point Drive, 
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 

Hoary Redpoll 
in DuPage County 

Toward the end of January 1 994, my co-worker, 
B ill  B ixby, informed me Lhat Common Redpolls (Carduelis 
flammea) were visiLing his Hanover Park Lhistle feeder. 
Since redpolls were showing up al feeders all over the 
Chicago area, except for my Ll1isllc feeder, Lhis report was 
not all  thaL surprising. On 2 February, Bixby decided there 
was also a Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) at his 
feeder. I pointed out that this was highly unlikely and 
mentioned how difficult it is to Lell Lhe two redpolls apart, 
unless you find a hoary of the more or less "pure' ' variety.  

Allhough Dix by had never seen one before, he remained 
convinced there was a Hoary Redpoll i n  h is hackyarrl . T 
a rgued that' half llie observers wlJO fiw.l Cuu1111uu Redpulh 
at their feeder rlecicle that nne is a Hoary Reclpn!!. It is a form 
of wish fulfillment. B ixby Lhen reminded me thaL I had no L 
believed him two years ago when he said he found a Harris '  
Sparrow. I had to  admiL he  had been right about Lhc sparrow 
and I agreed to check out the mystery redpoll .  

On Sunday, 6 February, Mike Madsen and I spent all  
morning watch ing: rerlrml l s  R t  th i st l e  fccrlcrs i n  Hannver 
Park. During the first hour, we saw six to eight Common 
Redpolls, none of which looked out of the ordinarv. Then, 
afte; a period of about 15  minuLes without any rcdpolls, a 
single redpoll landed on the nearest feeder. Right away, we 
could see this bird had a very different look. The main 
<liffcreuce was iLs o verall lighler coloring. Our hird' s back 
was much paler than the backs of any of the Conunon 
Redpolls seen this day. There were two fine, continuous 
s Lreaks along the flanks. Although the streaks were n o L  
broken, lhey \�ere very faint and inuch thinner than the 
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streaking on Lhe o ther rcdpolls.  The stripes were the width 
of a line drawn with a fine tip pen. AL first, we thought the 
r
.
u mp was completely white and the white extended fairly 

far up the back. Later, we saw two or three fain l  marks on 
the rump near the tail. However, you had Lo look long and 
hard to notice these marks at all .  One thing we were positive 
abou t  was thal the u nderlail coverts were completely white. 
There were no marks there at all, not even faint marks, as 
seen on the lower rump. 

The redpoll stayed on the feeder for about five minutes. 
We waited another three hours, but it never returned. Since 
onr bird never had any Common Redpolls with it on the 
feeder at the same time, we were u nable to make a direct 
comparison concerning bill size and shape. But  our overall 
impression was that our bird' s bill was smaller, with a 
"pushed-in' ' look. B ixby saw this bird again two days later 
in the company of several Common Redpolls .  He believed 
onr bird' s bill was smaller than the other redpolls and 
confirmed the "pushed-in" look we had seen. 

I have seen two Hoary Red polls with large winter flocks 
of Common Redpolls in Duluth, Minn., and the tour leaders 
from WINGS pointed out Hoary Redpolls when I was in  
Alaska. Our DuPage County bird looked as  good as  the 
Hoary Redpolls I have seen farther north. The field guides 
and articles I have on Hoary Redpoll identification (Balch 
1978, Granlund 1994) agree on field marks, but disagree on 
which is most important. 

Madsen, B ixby, and I think the pure white unclertail 
coverts, the almost white rump, the very pale back and 
overall coloring, and the smaller bill make our bird a good 
candidate for being a Hoary Redpoll .  Our description is on 
file with IORC. 

The downside of all this is that now I will have to listen 
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to "I told you so ! "  from Bixby concerning both Harris'  
Spa1rnw and Hoary Redpoll. I guess it' s worth it . 

- Alan Stokie 1 74 E. Kathleen Dr., 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

Editor's note: Field identification of Hoary Redpolls is 
extremely difficult. Even if a suspected Hoary Redpoll is in 
the hand, bill measurements in combination with other 
plumage characters often have to be taken to make an 
identificirlion conclusive. Birders sho u ld try to obtain 
photographs of all suspected Hoary Redpolls in the state. 
Birders are also urged to read the a rticles on Hoary 
Redpoll identification by Balch and Granlund. 

1 10 Evening Grosbeaks 
in southeastern Illinois 

The only remarkable thing abo u t  3 February 1 9 94 
was the weather forecast. Despite a bitterly cold dawn, the 
temperature would eventually reach 50 degrees F. under 
sunny skies, a welcome change after the recent sub-freezing 
days. My husband, Gary DeNeal, went ou tside early to tend 
the feeders and c o u n t  the  Even i n g  Grosbeaks 
( Coccothraustes vespertinus) that had brightened our yard 
(and our psyches) since 1 January 1 994 with their tropical 
yellow, white, and black plumage. The females and 
immatures are more drably-colored resembling gigantic 
female Eastern Goldfinches. The bill is stout, conical, and 
straw-colored u ntil spring, when it changes to a striking 
apple green. 
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The grosbeaks took their time venturing from the east 
side of W1)!1lble iv!uuutain in suu theastem Saline County 
where my neighbor Calvin Cummins had first discovered 
them 1 5  November 1 993. I rushed over to see about 40 of 
the cardinal-sized birds as they feasted noisily on dogwood 
berries at the edge of Calvin' s  yard. By mid-December, the 
flock increased to about 40 individuals. 

After 10 Evening Grosbeaks found our feeders 1 Janu
ary 1 994, our flock steadily grew, but we suspected we were 
sharing Calvin Cummins' birds. When we had a huge 
number of birds at our feeders, a phone call to Cummins 
revealed he had very few.  Luckily, a few grosbeaks found 
other feeders in the neighborhood besides ours. 

By late January, as the dawn din of grosbeak roll call 
indicated, even more were lured to our feeders.  The birds 
were far easier to tally at sunrise when they perched in  the 
tops of the oak and walnut trees surrounding our yard. 
While Gary filled the feedcis,  the birds gathered high above 
the yard, g iving their h arsh "tsew" call, along with other 
equal ly unmelodic vucalizaiiuns. i knt:w ihere were at ieast 
60 grosbeaks in the area, so when we counted 70, we 
weren' t  surprised. But  a few days later, 90 arrived, expect
ing to be fed. The winter high count of 1 10 Evening 
Grosbeaks came 3 February, which was, remarkably, not 
even a yard record. 

I was a novice b irder on 14 December 1 985 when five 
F.vening Grn�beaks wandered into the backyard and onto 
my life list. By spring, 77, the maximum count for Illinois 
lhat year, gathered at the feeders on 25 April 1 986. None 
stayed to be recorded for the Spring B ird Count. 

The maximum count in my yard occmTed 17 January 
1 987 when 150  of the noisy birds arrived. During a phone 
call with my sister-in-law, we learned that between the two 
of us, there were 200 birds. Thankfully, that was the 
maximum count for the yard, not the daily average. Even 
n1n· cnst0m!lry 35 birds can dispatch 50 pounds of sun
flower seed faster than we like to buy it. 

We recorded 50 Evening Grosbeaks during the 1 987-88 
season; five birds wintered in 1 990-9 1 .  

While not rare, Evening Grosbeaks are uncommon and 
irregular migrants and winter residents in Illinois (Bohlen 
1989).  Most Evening Grosbeaks leave the state before the 
T llinois Spring B ird Con n t  in M�y.  While i t  is possible that 
some flocks in winter go unreported, a noisy bird as colorful 
as this one should cause some discussion at the local bird 
seed store. 

- Judy K. DeNeal, 4240 Hwy. 345, 
Harrisburg, IL 62946 

State's Second 
Great-tailed Grackle Record 

While driving by an area approximately 1/2 mile 
south of Route 1 5 4 on 3400E on the Randolph/Perry County 
line 23 January 1 994, we noticed a long, large blackbird 
perched on a round hay bale cattle gate. The habitat was an 
unreclaimed stripmine used as livestock pastureland. 

1 10 

We parked our car next to the cattle feeder where we 
inRfanrly recognized the bird as one cf the Q:4:"scalus grnck
les b ased on its large size, odd coloring, and long, heavy, 
slightly hooked black bill at least as long as the head. The 
throat was buffy brown and the lightest plumaged area on 
the bird. The head, neck, breast, flanks, and belly were light 
hrown. Back, t;i.il, ven t ,  legs, imd undertai! coverts were 
dark b lack. We also noted a dark thin malar stripe. 

We identified the bird as a female Great-tailed Grackle 
(Quiscalus mexicanus) and eliminated Boat-tailed Grackl e  
(Q. major) based on the light iris and contrasty facial area .  
Most  important to  our  identification was the loud, ringing 
"klack, klack, klack" we heard twice. Common Grackles 
and Red-winged B lackbirds were also there for direct 
comp arison. Our bird was smaller than these. 

Finally, when the bird flew to a rubble pile and later a 
corn field, we noticed the long, keeled tail. Our observa
tions are on file with IORC. 

Even though the species has expanded dramatically in 
the Great Plains, the Great-tailed Grackle is listed as a very 
rare vagrant in our state with only one acceptable record, an 
adult female specimen collected in fall at Jacksonville, 5- 7 
October 1974 (Bohlen 1 989). The species breeds as close a s  
western Missouri and is  found in  winter in marshes, culti
vated fields, and feedlots (Robbins 1992). 

This sigh ling represents Illinois' first winter record for 
the species. 
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Field 

Notes 
Illustration of Snow Buntings by Denis Kania. 

1 99 3  - 94 Winter 

The winter of 1993/94 provided a perfect example 
of the forces that shape the number and types of birds we 
observe. It was as if three seasons of the year, fall, winter, and 
spring, were compressed into the winter period. Mild tem
peratures (about 2.5 degrees above normal) and plentiful 
food sources (good berry crop in central/southern Illinois) in 
December may have induced many species to linger past their 
typical departure dates. Eastern Phoebe, House Wren, Blue
gray Gnatcatcher, Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, 
American Pipit, Nashville Warbler, Cape May Warbler, 
Palm Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, Summer Tanager, 
Indigo B u nting, Dickcissel, and Lincoln ' s  Sparrow were 
observed in December, and some even into January. 

A frigid air mass descended from Siberia in January 
enveloping much of the nation during the last half of the 
month. Most rivers and lakes quickly froze over as tempera
tures hovered near zero for daytime highs in southern Illinois. 
Gulls even departed traditional sites along Lake Michigan 
during the intense cold. Feeder watchers also saw an abrupt 
change, many birds suddenly "disappeared". Observers 
visiting the few patches of open water at power plant lakes or 
Lock & Dam sites along the major rivers were treated to such 
rarities as Red-necked Grebe, Brant, Harlequin Duck, all 

Many thanks to the many contributors who are acknowledged 
in an initialized format after the corresponding field record and 
collectively in the following list: Bruce Aird, David Athans 
(DAt), Louise Augustine, Margaret B aker (MBa), Steve Barg 
(SBg),  Bill Bertrand, Laurence,Binford, Richard Biss, Brian 
Blevins (BBi), Vonna Bley, David Bohlen, Alan Branhagen 
(ABr), Arlene Brei, David Brenner (DBr), Toby Drown, Maury 
Brucker (MBr),Marilyn Campbell (MCa), Terry Carter, Robe1t 
Chapel, Phil Clem (PC!), Paul Clyne, Audra Curley (ACu), 

Vol. 3, No. 3 

by Robert Danley 

three scoter species, and California Gull. 

February continued the trend of less than normal precipi
tation. The temperatures moderated by mid-month with 
springlike conditions, but the month still finished slightly 
below normal. 

Evening Grosbeaks and Red-breasted Nu thatches, guided 
by conditions elsewhere, irrupted across the state early in 
winter only to isolate into scattered pockets of abundance. 
Common Redpolls descended into the northern half of the 
state after the mid-January frigid air blast. 

Even with abundant flood habitat, no large concentrations 
of waterfowl were found along the major rivers. Perhaps the 
floodwaters sterilized, instead of creating habitat. Large 
local grasslands afforded good numbers ofN orthern Harriers 
and S hort-eared Owls to winter. Rough-legged Hawks and 
other owl species were scarce outside traditional strongholds . 

Other species deserving special notation include Red
throated and Pacific Loons, Western Grebe, Northern Gan
net, King Eider, Common Moorhen, Rufous Hummingbird, 
Varied Thrush, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Great-tailed 
Grackle and Hoary Redpoll. All the records herein will be 
reviewed by the Illinois Ornithological Records Committee. 

Michael Dani (MDa), Donald Dann (DDn), Lyle & J�dna Davis 
(ED), Richard Day (RDa), Myrna Deaton, Dennis DeCourcey 
(DDe ), Judy De Neal, Sheryl DeV ore, Danny Diaz, Jeff Donaldson 
(JDo), Mary Jane Easterday, Mark Elwonger (ME!), Terry 
Esker, Matt & Guy Fraker (MFr), Todd Fink, Peter Frederici, 
Sue Friscia, Joel Greenberg, Brad Grover, Ann Haverstock, 
Stanley I-Icdron (SI-le), Kanae Hirabayashi, Cindy Holloway, 
Cathy Hutcheson, David Johnson, Kevin Kalten bach, Robert 
Kmrnker (RKa), Dan Kassebaum (DKa), Judy Keasler (JKr), 

1 1 1  



Tom King (TKi). Vernon Kleen. George Koval, .Tames T ,anding, 
Dennis Lane, Mike M adsen, David Manciel, Charley Marbut  
(CMa), Walter Marcisz, Kelly McKay (KMy), Cindy McKee 

(CMk), John McKee (JMk), A. Thomas McLean (TMc). Keilh 
McMullen, Jue Milosevich, Don Moeller (DMo), William 
Mosko ff (WMo ), Carl Mowery (CMo ), Jim Neal, Roy Netherton 
(RNe ) , Al Novara, Richard Palmer, Helen Parker, Tom l'ncelik, 

The following abbreviations are used in the text: 

Roberl Randal l ,  Kevin Richmond, Doug Robinson, S levc 

Schmaeng (SSm), Mark Seiffert (MSe), Darrell Shambaugh, 
Allison Smilh (ASm), Cody Smoul, Leonard Stanley, Alan 
Stokie, Joe Suchechi (JSu), Wesley Serafin, Ed Timper (ETi),  

Eunice 'lJaden, Patricia Treadway, Jack Van Ilcnlhnysen, Ken 
Vail, Eric Walters, Allan Welby, Jim Wetteroth (JWe), Dan 
Williams, Jim Ziebol. 

R= River m,ob. = many observers ad.= adult 

L=l ,ak.l; 
F.P.= Forest Preserve 

C.A. = Conservalion Area 

� .:' . = Stale P:..trk 
Co. = Coun ty 

et al .= and 0U1ers 

Bald.L = Baldwin L (SL CiairiRancioiph Co.) 

CBG =Chicago Botanic Gardens (Cook Co. )  

Chi = Chicago' s lakefronl parks 
-excluding .TP & T ,Cal (Cook Co.) 

Clin.L =Clinton L ( De WiU Co,) 

CNC = Crabtree N.C. (Cook Co.) 

CONWR= Crab Orchard N.W.R. (Williamson Co.) 

Fermi = Fennilab Nalional Accelerator Laboralory 
(DuPage Co.) 

HL =Horseshoe L (Madison Co.) 

HLCA = Horseshoe L C.A. (Alexander Co.) 

JBS!' = Illinois Beach S .P.  (Lake Co.) 

JP = Chi' s Jackson Park (Cook Co.) 

Winter Season Field Notes ( 1993-94) 

Red-throated Loon 

S.F.= State Forest 

N.W.R.= National Wildlife Refuge 

KCP = Kennekuk Cove Park (Vermilion Co.) 

LCal = Lake Calumet (Cook Co.) 

LShcl = Lake Shelbyville (Moultrie/Shelby Co.) 

M .Arb = M01ton Arboretum (Du Page Co.) 

MM =McKee Marsb (Du Page Co.) 

SLSP = Sangchris L S.P.  (Sangamon/Chrislinn Co. 's)  

Spfkl = Springfield (Sangamon Co.) 

.SLCA - Spring L C.A.  (Tazwell Co.) 

SRSF = Sand Ridge S.F. (Mason Co.) 

UCCA = Union Co. C .A. (Union Co.) 

since fall to 19  Dec., Spfld ( *Dil ) .  

Pacific Loon 

LD: 1 0- 1 6  Dec., Clin.L (*TF, *MSc, MD). 

Common Loon 

Red-necked Grebe, Lockport Lock and Dam, Will 
County. 7 March 1994. Photo hy Joe B. Milosevich. 

only one wintering report, Bald.L (KM, Tf'). 
Pied-hilled Grebe 

20 winlered, Spfld (Dil); 9, Braidwood, l Jan .(JM); several 

wintered, Powerton L (Tazewell Co.)(KR). 

Hurn�<l (;.rcbc 
MC: 53, Bald.L, 12  Jan. (TF, JD, CS); 1 2, Spfld, 19 Dec. (DB);  
6, LaSalle L, 19  Dec. (CMc, JMc); 4 ,  Clin.L, 19  Dec. (MD). 

Red-necked Grebe 

MC: 4, Bald. L . 1 2  Jan. ( TF, JD, CS).  
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Eared Grebe 

MC: J_, Rend L ,  1 7  Dec. (*TF, JD). Olhers: 1 2  Jan., Bald.L (Tl', 
JO; C'S); 9- 1 0  F�,1 1 . ,  !-Iighlaucl Park (SDg, SD); 20 Feb , Peoria 
(KR, RS). 

Western Grebe 

LD: 2 Dec. ,  Chicago (JPu); 21 Dec., Winfield Lock & Dam (seen 
along Illinois side of Mississippi R) (JV). 

NORTHERN GANNET 

19 Dec. ,  Rock Island (Rock Island Co.) (*  BBi ct al . ) .  3rd s late 
record. See Seasonal Highlights in Lhis issue. 

Meadowlark 

· ,  
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American White Pelican 

1 wintered, near Lacon (Marshall Co.) (KR, MD); 1 -26 
Dec., Sunset Park (Rock Island Co.) (PP, m.ob). 

Doubled-crested Cormorant 

MC: 100, HLCA, 21 Dec.(VK). Others: 17  Dec., Mercer Co (PP, 
KMy) ;  19 Dec., Spfld (DD); 25 Dec. (3 ), Chi/JP (JG, PC, m.ob ); 

3 1  Dec., Powerlon L (KR, LA); 1 Jan. (2), Braidwood (JM); 2 
Jan. (2), LCal (WM, MBa); 1 3  Jan. , LShel (MD); 15 Jan., Big 
Muddy R (Jackson Co.)(CS, TF). 
Great Blue Heron 

MC: 143 ,  UCCA, 22 Dec. (fide VK); 135,  Big Muddy R 
(Jackson Co.), 2 Jan. (TF); 100+, Powerton L, 3 1  Dec.-1 Jan. 
(KR, LA); 67, Mercer Co., 17 Dec. (PP, KMy). Others: 26 Dec., 
Evanston (Perkins Woods) (RHe et al.) ;  31 Dec., Boone Co 
(AB). 
Great Egret 

1 wintered, Big Muddy R (Jackson Co.) (DKa, CS). 

Cattle Egret 

1 8  Dec., Mason Co. (*VK, *RR, ST). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron 

1 Dec.-2 Jan. (5-7), Little Calumet R (Cook Co) (*WM, MB a); 
2 Jan., Meredosia (Morgan)(*DB).  

Tundra Swan 

20 Dec., Busse Reservoir (Cook Co.) (fide CW); 1 Jan. (2), 
Braidwood (JM) ;  23 Jan.-28 Feb. (irnm.), Wolf L (Cook 
Co.)(WM); 1 9-20 Feb. (ad.), LChau (KR). 

Trumpeter Swan 

MC: 14 ( 1 2  imm., 2 ad.), Clin.L, 9 Jan. (RC, MD). Others: 18  
Dec. (3) ,  Macon Co. (*TMc); 2 Jan. (imm.), UCCA (DD); 14  
Jan. (3), Governor Bond L (Bond Co.)(CMa). 

Mute Swan 

MC: 85, WolfL (Cook Co.), 29 Jan. (WM);  20, Baker' s  L (Cook 
Co), 20 Dec. (fide CW); 1 1 , Sangamon Co., 24Jan. (DD); 10, n.c. 
Kane Co., 20 Dec. (fide CW) ; 7,  SLCA, 20 Feb. (KR) . Others: 
19 Dec., Lock & Dam 14 (Rock Island Co.)(KMy); 7-8 Jan., 
UCCA (TF) ; 22 Jan. (2), Pox R (Kane Co.)(DS); 23 Jan. (3 ), 
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Left: Trumpeter Swan, one of 12 
banded immatures ji'om a Wisconsin 

flock in Decatur, IL. 14 Jan. 1994. 
Photo hy Dennis Oehmke. 

Below: Trumpeter Swan flock, 
Decatur, IL. 14 Jan. 1 994. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

B ald.L (KM); 1 6  Feb. (2), JP (PC). 

Greater White-fronted Goose 

MC: 1 3 1 ,  Clinton Co., 20 Feb. (MSe); 70, UCCA, 8 Jan. (TF, 
JD); 45, SLCA, 19 Feb. (KR). 

Snow Goose 

MC: 30,000, CONWR, 3 Feb. (TF); 3 ,000+, Bald.L, 23 Jan. 
(KM). Others: 3, Chi (Planetarium), 25 Dec. (JG, m.ob.O). 

Ross' Goose 

3 - 1 8  Dec., Rend L (TF); 23 Jan. ( 1 -3) ,  B ald.L (KM). 

BRANT 

9 Jan., Clin.L (MD, *RC). 

Canada Goose 

MC: 19,000, UCCA, 2 1 Dec.(VK); 12,800, Third L (Lake Co.), 
1 Jan. (DJ); 10,000, Clin.L, 9 Jan.(RC, MD). 

Wood Duck 

wintered (pr.), Spfld (DB);  18 Dec., Lockport (JM); 29 Dec.(2), 
LCal (WM, DM, SF); 1 Jan. (2), Wauk (LB) .  

Green-winged Teal 

wintered, Winnebago Co.(DW); 16 Dec. (2), Clin.L (MD); 28 
Jan. (female), Spfld (DB) .  

American Black Duck 

MC: 309, Rend L, 18 Dec. (TF); 150, Heidecke L (Grundy Co.), 

29 Dec.(JM); 96, UCCA, 21 Dcc.(fide VK); 30, near MM, 5 
Jan.(EW); 2 1 ,  Spfld, 1 1  Jan.(DB) .  

Mallard 

MC: 25,000, Braidwood, 1 Jan.( JM); 1 ,400, Spfld, 23 Jan. (DB);  
935,  Little Calumet R (Cook Co.) ,  2 Jan.  (WM, DM, SF). 

Northern Pintail 

MC: 27, Carl. L, 19 Dcc.(KM). Others: 8 Dec., Spfld (DB) ;  1 
Jan., Braidwood (JM);  2 Jan., Little Calumet R (Cook Co. )(WM, 
DM, SF); 17 Jan., Pox R (Kane Co.)(DS). 
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Blue-winged Teal 

wintel'ed (iuun. Jemale), Spnd (DB) ;  8 Dec., Boone Co. (AB); 
16-19 Dec., Clin.L (MD, *RC, SB); 18 Dec., Rend L (*TF); 21 
Dec. (�-3 male, l  female), CONWR (*AN). 

Northern Shoveler 

MC: 100. UCCA. 8 Jan. (TF); 85, HT,, 1 2  .lan.(KM); 1 3, MM (7 
female), 1 8  Dec.(EW); 1 0, Spfld, 7 Jan.(DB). Others : 20 Dec., 
JP (PC). ' 

Gadwall 

MC: 400, UCCA, 8 Jan. (TF); 1 10, I & M Canal (Cook Co.), 19  
Dec. (WS et  al.); 65 ,  Spfld, 24 Jan.(DB ). Others: 18  Dec.(5) ,  MM 
(TI\'{); 2 Jan.(4), LCal (Viiv!, Div!, SF); 30 Jur.., Fox R (I(cndall 
Co.)(DS).  

American Wigeon 

MC: 208, UCCA, 21 Dec. (fide VK); 36, Sangamon Co., 24 
Dec.(OD ). Others: l Jan .-7 Feb .. Wauk(LB, OJ); 1 .Tan. ('i), Wi II 
& Grnndy Co. (JM) ;  5 Jan., HL(KM). 

Canvasback 
MC: 1 25, UCCA, 2 1  Dec.(fide VK); 65+, HL, 7 Jan. (KM). 
Others: wintered ( 4), Little Calumet R (Cook Co.)(JL); wintered 
(4 or 5 ), Spfld (DB); 1 8  Dec. (pr.), MM (EW); 1 Jan., Heidecke 
L (Grundy Co. )(JM). 

Redhead 

MC: 87, Jackson Co., 23 Jan.(CS); 50, CONWR, 1 1  Feb. (TF). 

Others: wintered (4- 17) ,  Spfld (DB) ;  21 Dec., Boone Co. (AB); 
1 Jan. (3), Wauk (LB) .  

Ring-necked Duck 

MC: 3 ,065, Rend L, 1 8  Dec. (TF); 600, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 
250, Carl.L, 19 Dec. (KM);  95, SLCA, 28 Jan. (KR). Others: 7 
Dec., JP (KC); 1 5 - 1 8  Dec. (pr.), M.Arb (EW et al) ; 1 5  Dec. (8), 
Joliet (JM); 26 Dec. (9), Spfld (DB) ;  26 Dec., Northbrook (LB) ;  
23  Jan. (4), Illinois R (LaSalle Co.)(J & C Mc). 

MC: 1 ,650, Evanston, 5 Dec. (DJ); 1 ,487, JP, 19  Dec. (PC). 
Olhers: 2 Dec. ( 10), Spfld (DB) ;  15  Jan. (20), CONWR (TF). 

Lesser Scaup 

MC: 47, Joliet, 18 Dec. (JM); 26, Spfld, 24 Dec. (DB). 

KING EIDER 

2-17 Jan. (imm. male), Blackhawk F.J>. (Kane Co . )  (*RNc, 
*m.ob., ph.) .  See Seasonal Highlights in this issue. 

Harlequin Duck 

16 Jan.-into Mar. (female), Spfld (*DB) .  See Seasonal High
lights in this issue. 

Oldsquaw 

Others : 22 Dec. (4), Lock & Dam # l 3  (Whiteside Co.) (*KMy). 
Olhers: 13  Dec., JP (PC); 19-28 Dec., Spfld (DB); 3 1  Dec.- 1 7  
Jan. ,  Powerton L (KR, LA); 1 Jan. (male), Heidecke L (Grundy 
Co.)("'JM); 17 Jan.,  Pekin (KR, RC); 2-6 Feb., Spfld (DB) ;  4 
Feb., HL (KM); 7 Feb., B ald.L (KM) ;  1 1  Feb., CONWR (TF); 
20 Feb., East Peoria (KR, RS).  Conspicously absent from L 
Michigan. 

Black Seater 

1.Jan.-27 Feb.(imm. male ), Spfld (*DB); 18 Dec., Rend L(*DR); 
14 .Jan., JP (PC). 

114  

Immature male King Eider, Blackhawk Forest 
Preserve, Kane County. 4 Jan. 1994. Photo by Joe B. 
Milosevich. (See Seasonal Highlights. ) 

Surf Scoter 

1 8  Dec.(2), Crane L. (Mason Co.) (*DB);  13 .Jan., LShel (MD); 
29 .Jan., Bald.L (KR). 

Whlte-wlnged Seater 

18 Dec., Peoria Co. (*CH); 23 Dec.(imm. female), SLCA (ET, 
VH); 1 1  .Jan.-16 .Jan .• Spfld (DB). Spring arrivals in early Feb. 

Common Goldeneye 

MC: 2.SOO, Heidecke L (Grundy Co.), 29 Dec.- 1 Jan. (JM); 
2,000, Rend L, 9 Jan. (TF); 575+, HT,, 6 Jan. (KM); 450, Spfld, 
6 Jan. (DB); 240, Evanston, 1 8  Feb. (EW); 98, JP, 1 1  Dec. (PC, 
HR). 

Bufflehead 

MC: 56, JP, 2 Dec. (PC, HR); 46, Spfld, 1 Dec. (DB);  15 ,Bald.L, 
23 Jan. (KM). 
Hooded Merganser 

MC: ill, Bald.L, 23 Jan. (TF, KM); 19, Braidwood, 1 Jan. (JM) ;  
1 8 ,  Spfld, 9 Jan. (DB);  6, La Salle Co . ,  9 Jan. (C & JMc); 5 (4  
males), Wilmette, 6 Jan. (one present to 1 3  Jan.) (EW); 5 ,  s.e. 
Cook Co., 2 Jan. (WM, DM, SF); 4, Wauk, 1 Jan. (LB); JP, 26 
Jan. (PC). 

Common Merganser 

MC: 10,000, Powerlon L, 29 Dec . - 1  Jan. (KR, LA); 2,000+, 
Bald.L, 23 Jan. (KM); 1 ,500, Heidecke L (Grundy Co.), 29 Dec. 
(JM) ;  500, Spfld, 1 2- 13  Jan. (DB); 260, LCal, 2 Jan. (WM, DM, 
SF). 

Red-breasted Merganser 

MC: 135, LCal, 2 Jan. (WM, OM, SF); 1 14, JP, 2 Dec. (PC). 
Others : 31  Dec.- l Jan., Powerton L (KR, LA); 3 wintered, Spfld 
IDR). 
Ruddy Duck 

MC: iOO, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 18 Dec. (ilnm. male), 
MM (EW); 1 Jan. (3), Braidwood (JM); 1 Jan., GLNTC (LB); 2 
Jan. (2), Cook Co. (WM, DM, SF); 6 Jan. (5), HL (KM); wintered 
(3) ,  Sangamon Co. (DB). 
Black Vulture 

MC: 3 6, Vienna (Johnson Co.), 3 Jan. (TF); 2, HLCA, 2 1  Dec. 
(VK). 

Meadowlark 
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Turkey Vulture 

MC: 1 8 , HLCA, 21 Dec. (VK); 7 ,  Washington Co., 20 Dec. (VK, 
DB); 2, Vermilion Co., 1 Jan. (MCa); 2, wintered, Carl.L (KM). 

OSPREY 

22 Dec., Thomson (Carroll Co.) (*PP, DMo). 

Bald Eagle 

MC: 167 (87 ad.,80 imm.-Jargest total ever), Mercer Co., 17  
Dec. (PP); 64, Peoria Lock & Dam, 17  Jan. (RC); 5 1  (33  ad., 1 8  
imm.), Havana/Beardstown Eagle Count, 8 Jan. (RC, HP); 29 
(17 ad., 1 2  imm.) •. UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 3, c. Du Page 
Co., 2 1  Jan. (fide EW). 

Northern Harrier 

MC: 59+, Jasper Co., 27 Dec. (TE); 47, Marion Co., 6 Jan. (TE); 
19, UCCA, 22Dec. (VK); 8, Carl.L, 19 Dec. (KM); 3, Winnebago 
Co., 1 6  Dec. (DW); 2, La Salle Co., 9 Jan. (C & JMc); 2, Boone 
Co., wintered (AB).  

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

19 Dec. (2), Carl.L (KM); 30 Dec. (3), Bureau Co. (PP et al); 1 1  

Jan. (ad.), Glencoe (LB); 29 Jan., Boone Co. (AB); 14 Feb., 
SRSF (KR); Feb. (5), Sangamon Co. (DB) .  

Cooper's Hawk 

7-14 Dec. (ad), JP (PC); 1 1  Dec., La Salle Co. (C & JMc); 1 8  
Dec., Rend L (KM); 1 8  Dec. (4), Winnebago Co. (DW); 1 9  Dec. ,  
LCal (JL); 1 Jan., Green River C.A. (C & JMc); 3 Jan. (ad.), 
Buffalo Grove (DJ); 22 Jan. (ad.), Glencoe (LB); Jan. (6), 
Sangamon Co. (DB); 1 1  Feb. (3-2 ad., imm.) ,  Mason Co. (KR); 
26 Feb. (2), Logan (Franklin Co.)(LS). 

Northern Goshawk 

19 Dec. (imm.), Spfld (PWa); 27 Dec. (imm.), Kennekuk Pk. 
(Vermilion Co.)(JS); 29 Dec. (imm.), Vermilion Co. (MCa); 1 
Jan. (ad.), GreenRiverC.A. (C &JMc); 2 Jan. (imm.), Kisbwaukee 
(Boone Co.)(ABr, KK, SSm); 5 Jan. (2), Boone Co. (AB); 10 
Jan. (ad.), SRSF (KR); 1 3  Jan. (ad.female), Sangamon Co. (DB); 
28 Jan. (subad.), SRSF (KR); 5-20 Feb., Urbana (RW, RC); 6 
Feb. (ad.), Mahomet (Champaign Co.)(RC); wintered (ad.), 
Rockford (DW); wintered (imm.), JP (PC). 

Red-shouldered Hawk 

14 Dec., Spfld (DB);  1 8  Dec. (3), Rend L (KM, MSe); 22 Dec. 
(5) ,  UCCA (VK); 2 Jan., Piatt Co. (MD); 30 Jan., Durand 
(Winnebago Co.)(DW); Jan.- Feb .  (imm.), Urbana (RC); win
tered, Rockford (OW). 

Red-tailed Hawk 

f MC: 39, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 1 8, Carl.L, 19 Dec. (KM); 17,  
LCal, 2 Jan. (WM); 7, Chi, 1 8  Dec. (JL); 3, wintered, Boone Co. 
(AB). 

Rough-legged Hawk 

MC: 6, Winnebago Co., 30 Jan. (DW); 5,  Fermi, 16 Jan. (m.ob.); 
4, Northbrook (Cook Co.), 23 Jan. (DJ); 4 ( 1 dark, 3 light phase), 
Techny (Cook Co.), 6 Feb. (JL); 2, Johnson Co., 16 Jan. (TF); 2, 
La Salle Co., 13 Feb. (C & JMc); 0, Spfld (DD).  

Golden Eagle 

8 Jan.- 23 Feb. ( 1 -4), UCCA (TF); 1 Jan . (ad.), CONWR (CS). 

American Kestrel 

MC: 38,  UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 33,  Winnebago Co., 18 Dec. 
(DW); 22, Jackson & Williamson Co., 1 1  Jan. (CS); 1 7, Spfld, 
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29 Jan. (DB); 15 ,  LCal, 2 Jan. (JL); 8, Rend L, 1 8  Dec. (KM, 
MSe); 6, Boone Co . ,  15  Jan. (AB). 
Merlin 

8-9 Feb., Rockfo1·d (DW). 

Peregrine Falcon 

1 8  Dec., McHenry Co. (*TKi); 7 Jan. (imm.), HL (KM); period 
(3-4), Chi (PC). 

Gray Partridge 

7 Feb. (8), Durand (Winnebago Co.)(DW). 

Ring-necked Pheasant 

MC: 25, Topeka (Mason Co.), 28 Peb. (KR); 40, Fermi area, 1 8  
Dec. (m.ob.) ;  8 ,  Doone Co., 4 Feb. (AB); 3 (poor#'s), Sangamon 
Co. (DB).  

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

MC: 37, Marion Co., 30 Dec. (TE). 

Wild Turkey 

MC: 50+, Giant City S .P. ,  26 Jan. (CS); 30, La Salle Co . ,  27 Feb. 
(C & JMc); 2 1 ,  KCP, 5 Feb. (MCa). 

Northern Bobwhite 

MC: 22, Sangamon Co. ,  5 Jan. (DB) ;  20, Carl.L, 19 Dec. (KM); 

12,  Mathiessen S.P. ,  2 Jan. (C & JMc); 6, Ogle Co., 6 Feb. (DW). 

KING RAIL 

19 Jan., Jasper Co. (**IE-road kill). 3rd IL winter record . ' 

Virginia Rail 

18  Dec.(2), Will Co. (* JM); 1 Jan. (3 heard), IBSP (JN, DD et 
al.) ; 18  .Jan.(2), Oakwood Bottoms (Jackson Co.) (CS, TF). 

COMMON MOO RHEN 

2 Jan., Wolf L. (Cook Co.)  (*MDa). 2nd IL winter record. ' 

American Coot 

MC: 1, 100, Braidwood, 1 Jan. (JM); 200, UCCA, 3 Jan. (TF); 75, 
Bald.L, 23 Jan. (KM); 56, Sangamon Co., 28 Dec. (DD) ;  54, Chi, 
25 Dec. (JL); 8, Rockford, 18 Dec. (DW). 

Sandhill Crane 

21 Jan.-period (injured bird), Carl.L (TF, KM). ' 

Killdeer 

MC: 467, HLCA, 21 Dec. (VK); 75, Pulaski Co., 21 Dec. (TF); 
6, Winnebago Co . ,  18 Dec. (DW). '  

Least Sandpiper 

21 Dec. (3), Alexander Co. (*VK, CH); 3 1  Dec. (3), Jackson Co. 
(CS). 

Dunlin 

2 Dec., JP (PC); 5 Dec. ,  La Salle Co. (C & JMc); 4-5 Dec., CDG 

(AS, m.ob.); 31 Dec. (2), Jackson Co. (CS). ' 

Common Snipe 

MC: 39, Jackson Co . ,  31 Dec. (CS); 23, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 
8, Winnebago Co., 18 Dec. (DW); 3, Glenview Naval Air 
Station, 1 8  Dec. (LC); 2, Downers Grove, 16 Jan. (BW); 30 
Jan., Fermi (AS).  

Bonaparte's Gull 

MC: 225, Spfld, 19  Dec. (DB); 83, Little Calumet R (Cook Co.), 
4 Dec. (WM). Others: 1 8  Dec., Joliet (JM) ;  19  Dec. (2), Carl.L 
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(KM); 25 I)ec., Chi (Montrose) (.1\S); 3 1  Dcc.-1 Jan ., Po\v.L 
(KR). 

MEW GULL 

19-21 Dec. (2nd winter), Rock Island (Rock Island Co.) (*PP, 
*BB); 2-3 Jan. (ad.), Chi (Montrose) (RI-I); 1 Feb. (ad.), Wauk 
/*llll\ \ .._,.._, } · 
Ring-billed Gull 

MC: 1 0,500, HL, 6 Jan. (KM); 4,000, Spfld, 19 Dec. (Dil); 350, 
Wilmette, 23 Dec. (EW); 258, Iloone Co., 26 Dec. (AB) . ' 

California Gull 

6 Jan.( ad.)� Madison Co. ( *  JV): 6 Jan.( l st \vin ler): Peoria Lock 
& Dam (*KR). 

Herring Gull 

rv1C: 4,300, LCal, 3 1  Dec. (\1/�v1) ;  1 ,276, JP, 26 Jan. (PC); 1 00, 
Spfld, 24 Jan. (DB); 1 00, HL, 6 Jan. (KM). ' 

Thayer's Gull 

MC: 16  (5- l st winter, 2nd winLer, 4th winter and 9 ad.), Peoria 
Lock & Dam, 26 Dec.-8 Feb . (KR); 4 (3ad . , 1  imm.),  Chi, 23 Jan. 
(DW); 3, Wank, 1 Jan. (LB). Others : 7 Dec. (2nd winter), Lake 
Co. (D.I); 10 Dec. (ad.), Lake Co. (DJ, WMo); 5 Jan., Du Page 
Co. (EW); 7 Jan. (ad.), Spfld (DB); 8 Jan . (2 ad .), LCa1 (WM); 
1 7  Jan.(2 ad.), Peoria Lock & Dam (RC); 24 Jan. (imm.), Spfld 
(DB); 6 Feb. (ad.), Starved Rock Lock & Dam (C & .IMc); 1 9  
Feb. ( 1 st winter). LCal (WM. GKo). 

Iceland Gull 

MC: 6 ( 1 st winter, 5 ad.), Peoria Lock & Dam (Tazewell Co.), 7 
Jan.-5 Feb. ( KR);  4 (3 ad., 1 s t  winter), LCal, 23 Jan. (RC); 3, 
LCal, 25 Dec. '(JL); 3 (2- 1 s t  win ter, ad.), Chi, 23 Jan. (DW). 
Others: 3 1  Dec. ( 1st winter), Madison Co. (*JV); 5 Jan., s.e. Du 
Page Co. (EW); 8 Jan. (ad.-Kumliens), LCal (JL, WM); 23 Jan. ,  
La Salle Co. (C & JMc); 26 Jan. (2nd winter), Alton (Madison 
Co.)(*TF); 4 Feb. (ad.) ,  Alton (CS, BD). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

MC: 2 (ad., 3rd winter), Heidecke L. (Will Co.), 1 Dec. (* JM); 
2 (ad . ), Peoria Lock & Dam, 29 Dec.-8 Feb. (KR). Others: Dec.-
1 Jan .  (ad.), Spfld (DB); 1 1  Dec.- 15  Jan. (ad.). LCal (JL, WM); 
1 Jan.-28 Feb. (ad. with grayish legs), Chi (Montrose)(EW, KH, 
m.ob.); 3 Jan. (ad.), Wauk ( *DD); 9 Jan. (2nd winter), La Salle 
Co. (C & JMc): 2 Feb. (2nd winter), Carl .L (MD). 

Glaucous Gull 

MC : 6 (4- lst winter,2 ad.), LCal, 19  Feb.  (JL, WM); 6 (2- 1 st 
winter, 3rd, 4th and 2 ad. )  Peoria Lock & Drun, 30 Dec.- 5 Feb. 
(KR); 5 ( 1 st/2nd winter), Alton (Madison Co.), 26 Jan. (TF, JD, 
CS). Others: 18 Dec. (ad.), e.c. Kane Co. (*AS, MM); 18 - 19 
Dec. ( 1 st winter, 3rd), s.e. D uPage Co. (WM); 2 Jan . ,  La Salle 
Co. (C & JMc); 21 Jan. (2nd winter), South Elgin Dam (Kane 
r -.. ,_ \ IT'\ C' \ 0 1 r),- L  ,,.,, sl \ co .. r1 . 1 l' "l ' "r-1. ' , 'I A  T' 1 0 l'I"\ 1 _ • • ' \....,U. J\.._,1...J ) ,  ._ .1 C U ,  \.£. aU.J, l...) j.J! LU \ LJJ..J ),  1:1 l 'tU. \ Lllll W U J lt;l J, 
Carl.L (MD). 

Great mack-backed Guii 

MC: 2 ( 1 s t  winter, ad. ), Alton (Madison Co), 12  Jan. (TF); 2, 
LCa1, 8 Jan.- 17 Feb. (JL). Others : 29 Dec.- 2 Feb. (ad.), Peoria 
Lock & Dam (KR); 22 Jan. (3rd winter), La Salle Co. (C & JMc); 

24 Jan. (ad.), Spfld (DB) ;  26 Jan. (ad.), JP (PC). 

Mourning Dove 

MC: 398, UCCA, 22 Dec.(VK); 1 60, s.e. Chi, wintered (PC); 
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Great-horned Owl, 2 Jan. 1 994, Springfield. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

152, LCal, 2 Jan. (WM, DM, SF); 1 30, Sangamon Co., 22 Jan. 
(DB). 
Monk Parakeet 

MC: 60+, Chi (south side), wintered (PC). Others: 9, Calumet 
Beach Park, 2 Jan. (m.ob.) .  

Common Barn-Owl 

2 Jan., LCal (DM,WM,SF); 25-28 Jan ., Gallatin Co. (JKr). 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

MC: 18 ,  s.e. Du Page Co., 19 Dec. (AW); 16 ,  UCCA, 22 Dec. 
(VK); 7, Sangamon Co., 19 Dec. (DB). 

Great Horned Owl 

MC: 29, Spfld, 19 Dec. (DB); 8, Carl.L, 19 Dec. (KM). 

Snowy Owl 

MC: 3 ,  Chi, 25 Dec. (JG, m.ob.). Others: 5-25 Dec., Chi 
(Montrose) (m.ob ); l 9  Dec., La Salle Co. (C & JMc); l Jan. (2), 
Wank (LB);  14  Feb. (wounded from gunshot), Clay Co. (TE). 
Long-eared Owl 

MC: 1 6  (4 locations), Du Page Co., 5 Jan. (UW); 12, Green River 
C.A. ,  l Jan. (C & JMc). Olhcrs: 18 Dec.- !6 Jan. (2), H omer L 
(Champaign Co.)(RC); 19 Dec., Rend L (DKa); 1 Jan . (3 ) ,  
Orland Park (AW); 1 1  Peb. ,  Mason Co. (KR) . '  
Short-eared Owl 

MC: 30. Jackson Co., 15 Dec. (CS) ;  20+, Jasper Co. , 27 Dec. 
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(TE) ;  15 ,  Marion Co.,  6 Jan . (TE). Others: 8 Jan. (3), Fermi 
(MM); 8 Jan. (2), De Kalb ( l )S);  12 Jan . ,  Joliet Arsenal (JM) . '  

Northern Saw-whet Owl 

17 Dec. ,  Mercer Co. (PP, KMy); 19 Dec.- 23 Jan., Greene Valley 
FP (Du Page Co.)(DAt, *WM, AW); 28 Dec.- 1 2  Jan. Mattoon 
(Coles Co.)(ASm ); 2 .Jan . ,  Winnebago Co. (*JDo);  5 Feb . ,  
.Johnson Co. (TF). 

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD 

Nov.- 15 Jan., Murphysboro (Jackson Co.)(*13D). See Meadow
lark 3 :2  for details. 

Belted Kingfisher 

MC: 24, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 8 Dec.- 1 Jan. (4), Will 
Co. (JM); 22 Dec., JP (PC); 2 Jan. (2), LCal (WM, OM, SF); 
wintered, Peoria Lock & Dam (KR). 

Red-headed Woodpl-'Cker 

MC: 28. s.e. Lake Co.,  26 Dec. (DJ, DDn, EW); 27, UCCA, 22 
Dec. (VK). Others: 18 Dec., Winnebago Co. (OW), small #'s 
wintered, Spfld (DB) .  

Red-bellkd Woodpecker 

MC: 150, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 8 Dec. ( 1 1 ), Spfld (013); 

26 Dec. ( 18), Lake Forest (OJ) .  

Blue Jay, 10 Jan. 1994, Springfield. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

MC: 32, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Olhers: 1 Dec. (3), Spfld 
(DB);  4 Dec. ,  Ollawa (C & JMc); 1 8  Dec. (2- 1 wintered), 
Rockford (DW); 23-24 Dec., CBG (LB); 26 Dec., Highland 
Park (LB); 1 Jan., Mundelein (AS); 1 Jan., Joliet (JM). 

Downy Woodpecker 

MC: 1 13,  UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 55, s .e .  Lake Co., 26 Dec. 
(DJ, DDn, EW) .  

Hairy Woodpecker 

MC: 37, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 17 ,  s.e. Lake Co., 26 Dec. (OJ, 
DDn, EW). 

Northern Flicker 

MC: 1 59, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK) . Others: 1 6  Dec. ( 13),  Spflcl 
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(DD); 5 Jan. (25), Saline Co. (JD). 

Pileatcd Woodpecker 

MC: 8 1 ,  UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 6 Jan.  (3), Spflcl (DB); 
26 Dec. (female), Oakton Community College (Cook Co.) 
(*SHe etal)  with roost  hole found .75 mile away, 28 Dcc.-7 Mar. 
(EW, *m.ob.) - probably same bird as was present nearby last 
fall .  

Eastern Phoebe 

1 Jan., Vermilion Co. (*VB, *ME); 10 Jan. ,  Sangamon Co. 
(*013). 

Horned Lark 

MC: 300, Sangamon Co., 17 Jan. (DB); 70, Zeigler (Franklin 
Co.), 3 1  Jan. (LS) .  

Blue .Jay 

MC: 208, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 57, Lake Forest. 26 Dec. (OJ); 
32, Sangamon Co., 19 Dec. (DB) ;  18, Boone Co., 1 Jan. (AB) .  

American Crow 

MC: 320, Spfld, 1 5  Dec. (DB) ;  1 64, Greene Valley F P  (Du Page 
Co.), 19 Dec. (WM, AW, DAt); 1 33 ,  LCal, 2 Jan. (WM, OM, 
SF) . 

FISH CROW 

21 Dec., HLCA (fide VK). 

B lack-capped Chickadee 

MC: 1 84, s.e. Lake Co., 26 Dec. (DJ, DDn, 
EW); 33,  LCal, 2 Jan. (WM, DM, SF); 25, 
Spfld, 19 Dec. (DB). 

Carolina Chickadee 

MC: 222, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). 

Tufted Titmouse 

MC: 127, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 3 1 ,  Sangamon 

Co. ,  21 Feb. (DB) .  

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

MC: 90, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 59, CONWR, 10 Jan . (CS, BD); 
35, SRSF, 4-1 1 Peb .  (KR); 24 ( 1 1  feeder sites), Evanston, 15 
Dcc . - 15  Jan. (EW); 6, Lake Forest, 26 Dec. (DJ); 6,  Spflcl, 15 
Dec. (DB) .  
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White-breasted Nuthatch 

iviC: 100, UCCA, 22 Dec. CVi()� 55, s.c. Lake Co., 26 Dec. (DJ, 
DDn, EW); 5 ,  Spfld, 19 Dec. (DB) .  

Brown Creeper 

MC: 27, UCCA, 22 Dcc. (VK); 9, Sangamon Co., 1 5  
Dec. (DB) .  

Carolina Wren 

MC: 86, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK) ; 9, Sangamon Co., 6 
Jan. (DB);  4, GLNTC, 1 Jan. (LB).  Olhcrs: 3, s.e. 
Lake Co., 26 Dec. (DDn, EW) ; 2, Evanston, 10 Jan. 
(EW).  

8 Dec.(2), Sptld (*DB); 1 8  Dec., Champaicn Co. 
(*JS); 19 Dec. ,  Clinton Co. (*KM); 21 Dec., Villa 
Ridge (Alexander Co.)(*DB ); 21 Dec., HLCA(*JS); 
2 Jan. ,  Quincy (Adams Co.)(* KV). 

Winter Wren 

MC: 25 , UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 19 Dec. (4), 
Spfld (DB);  26 Dec. ,  Lake Co. (DJ). 

Marsh Wren 

1 8  Dec., Rene! L ( *DKa); 1 9  Dec., Mercer Co 
(*KMy). 

American Pipit 

i8 Dec. (7), Rend L. ("CS); 21 Dec., Alexander Co. (*MTI). 

Cedar Waxwing 

MC: 4 18, HLCA. 21 Dec. (VK); 156,  Sangamon Co., 6 Dec. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Mr': 1 12 ,  TJ('(' A, 22 Dec. (VK). Others: 14 Dec.(4), 
Spfld (DB) .  

Hermit Thrush, 22 Jan. 1994, Springfiefil. 
Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

Ruby·crowncd Kinglet 

MC: 45, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 7, Sangamon Co. ,  Dec. (DB) .  

BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHER 

2 different  birds, 1 6  & 17 Dec., Clinton Co. (*MSc) . 

Eastern B luebird 

MC: 94, Saline Co., 5 Dec. (JD); 65, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 9, 
Sangamon Co. ,  J l lJec. (lJU ); J,  Greene Valley F.l'. (Uu Pa�e 
Co.), 1 9  Dec. (*WM). 

Hermit Thrush 

DO). 

American Robin 

MC: 500, Glenview, 26 Dec. (JSu); 400-500, C:hristian Co., 
winlered (DB) ;  400, UCCA, 22 Dec. (VK); 63, Carl.L, 19 Dec. 
(KM); 32, Evanslon, wintered (EW). 

Varied Thrush 

7 Jan. ,  N<1perville (*ED). 

Gray C<1tbird 

1 8  Dec., Bloomington (Ml'r); 18 Dec., Rend L (*DKa); 19 Dec., 
Spfld (*V K); 1 9  Dec., M.Arb (*BA); l Jan., Lake Forest (fide 
EW) .  

Northern Mockingbird 

MC: 39, HLCA, 21 Dec. (VK). Others : 26-28 Dec., Lake Forest 
(*MEL *m.ob.);  wintered (3), Sangamon Co. (DB), 

Brown Thrasher 

MC: 4, Rend L, 18 Dec . (MSe, KM); 3, UCCA, 22 Dec. (fide 
VK); 2, Clin.L, 16 Dec. (MD). 
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(DB); 83, Boone Co., 3 Jan. (All). 

Northern Shrike 

9 Dec., IBSP (TF); 1 8  Dec., Winnebago Co. (DW); 20 Dec. ,  
CNC (*CW); 2 .Ian., Ogle Co .  (DW); 2 Jan., Pe01ia Co .  (*MBr); 
2 Jan., Winnebago Co.(*RMy); 6 Feb., GLPSP (DS); 28 Feb . ,  
Bridgeview (Cook Co.)(SF). 

r ,oggerhearl Shrike 
MC: 13 ,  HLCA, 21 Dec. (VK) ; 3, Clinton Co.,  23 Jan . (KM ) .  
Other: 2 Feb . ,  Fayette Co. (MD). 

European Starling 

MC: 1 0,000, Glenview, 26 Dec. (JSu); 3,500, LCal, 1 2  Dec. 
(WM); 3,500, Greene Valley F.P. (Du Page Co.), 19 Dec. (WM) .  

22  Dec. (male), UCCA (*DB) .  

Cape May Warbler 

1 6  Dec., Spfld (*DB);  30 Dec.- 2 Jan. ,  Adams Co (*ADi). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler 

MC: 1 90, UC:CA, 22 Dec. (VK); 1 2, Skokie Lagoons (Cook 
Co.), 26 Dec. (m.ob.); 6, Sangamon Co., 1 0- 1 1 Jan. (DB). 
Olhers: iS Dec. (3), Channahon (�JM); i8 Dec.,  lJec.,  Decalur 
(MD); 23 Dec. (2), CBG (LB); 1 Jan., Danville (MD) ; 1 Jan. (2), 
Des Plaines R (Lake Co. )(1\S) �  wiult!r�d (4), Vv"csl Frankfort. 

(Franklin Co.)(LS). 

Pine Warbler 

18 Dec., Parnell (De Witt Co.)(MD). 

Palm Warbler 

19 Dec., near Salt Creek F.P. (Tree Nursery) (Cook Co) 
(*PT). 

Meadowlark 
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BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER 

19 Dec. (male), Spfld ( *VK). 2nd Illinois winter record. 

Common Yellowtbroat 

3 Dec., Rend L (TF); 16 Dec., Spfld (DB);  17 Dec., Lockport 
Prairie N.P. (*JM); 19 Dec., Carl.L (DKa); 20 Dec., Deer 
Grove F.P. (Cook Co.)(*TCa,TSz); 22 Dec ., UCCA (*CMo); 
1 1  & 13 Jan., SLSP (DB). 

SUMMER TANAGER 

1 1-25 Dec., Charleston (Coles Co . ) (*RKa). lst  Illinois winter 
record. 

Northern Cardinal 

MC: 505, HLCA, 21 Dec. (VK). 

Indigo Bunting 

1 8  Dec., Rend L.(*KM, MSc) ;  3 Jan. (inun.), Buffalo Grove 
(*DJ) (See Seasonal Highlights). 

Dickcissel 

26 Dec., Clinton Co. (TF); 31 Dec.- 3 Jan. (female), Sangamon 
Co. (DB);  9 Jan., Franklin Co. (TF); 16 Dec.- 17  Jan. (2 inun.), 
Saline Co. (JD). 
Rufous-slded Towhee 

MC: 22, HLCA, 21 Dec. (VK); 

1 1 , RendL, 1 8 Dec. (KM, MSe). 

"Spotted form": 4 J an .  (at 
feeder), Burr Ridge (Du Page 

Co.)(fide EW); 19 Feb . ,  Spfld 

(DB). 

American Tree Sparrow 

MC: 1 ,000, Clin.L, 22 Jan .  
(MD); 200, Mason Co. ,  28  Feb. 

(KR); 193, LCal, 2 Jan. (WM, 
DM, SF); 1 05 ,  Sangamon Co . ,  
31  Dec. (DB); 6 1 ,  Carl.L, 1 9  
Dec. (KM). Others: 7 ,  Evanston, 
25 Jan. (EW); 2-3, JP, wintered 
(PC) .  

Chirping Sparrow 

1 Dec. (2), Spfld (DB). 

Field Sparrow 

MC: 1 21 ,  HLCA, 2 1  Dec. (fide 

VK); 25, Rend L, 18 Dec. (KM, 

MSe ); 1 1, Spfld,mid-Dec. (DB). 

Vesper Sparrow 

(DB); 1 8  Dec., Winnebago Co.  (DW); 22 Jan. (2), La Salle Co. 
(CMk,JMk). 

Song Sparrow 

MC: 324, UCCA, 22 Dec. (fide VK); 63, LC al, 2 Jan. (WM, DM, 
SF); 40, Rend L, 18 Dec. (KM, MSe); 24, Spfld, 8 Dec. (DB) .  

Lincoln's Sparrow 

21 Dec., Alexander Co. (*RP) ; 29 Dec., Vermilion Co. (*ME); 
30 Jan., Champaign Co. (*RC). 

Swamp Sparrow 

MC: 490, UCCA, 22 Dec. (fide VK); 25, M.Arb, 1 9  Dec. (TB et 
al). 

White-throated Sparrow 

MC: 281 ,  HLCA, 21  Dec. (fide VK). Others: 6, Rockford, 1 6  
Jan. (DW). 

White-crowned Sparrow 

MC: 62, UCCA, 22 Dec. (fide VK); 50, Pulaski Co., 21 Feb. 
(TF); 3, Techny (Cook Co.), 26 Dec. (LB). 

Harris' Sparrow 

17-19 Dec . , Clinton Co. (MSe). 

Dark-eyed Junco 

MC: 324, J-ILCA, 21 Dec. (fide V K) .  

Lapland Longspur 

MC: 700, Sangamon Co. ,  14 Jan. (DB);  500, 22 

Jan., Bond Co. (KM); 250, Winnebago Co., 4 
Jan. (OW); 75, Jackson Co. ,  1 4  Jan. (CS). 

Snow Bunting 

MC: 1 1 1 , La Salle Co., 19 Dec. (CMk,JMk); 
70, Winnebago Co. ,  4 Jan. (DW); 20, IBSP, l 
Jan. (JN, DD et al. ) .  Others: 10, Will Co. ,  1 Jan. 
(JM); 8 ,  Sangamon Co . ,  31 Jan. (DD) ;  2, 
Evanston, 12 Jan. (EW).  

Red-winged Blackbird 

MC: 75,000, HLCA, 21 Dec .  (fide VK); 4,000, 
LC al, 3 1  Dec. (WM); 100, Spfld, 9 Dec. (DB) .  

Eastern Meadowlark 

MC: 20 1 ,  HLCA, 21 Dec. (fide VK), 19, Putnam 
Co. ,  30 Dec. (CMk,JMk); 9, Sangamon Co., 22 

Jan .  (DB) ; 4, Waterfall Glen F.P. ,  19 Dec. (DDe 
et al.). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

5 Dec . •  �(*PC); 17 Dec., Mer
cer Co. (*KMy) ; l Jan., Ver
milion Co. ( *ME, *VB ) .  

Cape May Warbler, 23 December 1993, 
Springfield. This is a late date for this 
migrant. Photo by Dennis Oehmke. 

1 9  Dec.- 9 Jan. ,  De Witt Co. (*RP, *MD). 

Rusty Blackbird 

MC: 230, UCCA, 22 Dec. (fide V K). Others : 30 
Dec., Lockport (JM);  2 Jan., La Salle Co. 

Savannah Sparrow 

MC: 1 2, Franklin Co.,  27 Dec. (LSt) ; 8, Franklin Co., 30 Jan. 
(TF). 
LeConte's Sparrow 

12 Dec.- 30 Jan. (from 5 down to 1), Franklin Co. (TF). Only 
repmt. 

Fox Sparrow 

MC: 7, HLCA, 22 Dec. (fide VK). Others : 3 Dec. (2), Spfld 
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(CMk,JMk); 20 Dec., Dundee (RM). 

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE 

23 Jan.(ad. female), Randolph Co. (*TF, *CS). 

Common Grackle 

MC: 250,000, HLCA, 21 Dec. (fide VK). Others: 87, G lenview, 
26 Dec. (JSu). 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

MC: 1 ,500, HLCA, 2 1  Dec. (fide VK); 1 50, LCal, 12 Dec. 
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(WM); 65, Spfld, 9 Dec. (DB).  

Purple Finch 

MC: 1 50, Ozark (Johnson Co.), 26 Feb. (TF); 15,  SRSF, 28 Jan. 
(KR); 1 2, M .Arb, 5 Jau . (EW); 7, Green River C.A., 1 Jan. 
(CMk,JMk); 6, Grayslake (Lake Co.), 1 Jan. (DJ). 

House Pinch 
MC: 79, HLCA, 2 1  Dec. (fide VK); 75, Spfld, 3 Jan. (DB). 

Red Crossbill 

1 Jan., Mundelein (BDe). 

White-winged Crossbill 

10-30Jan. (3), Urbana (/\.Cu, RC) ;  1 1  Feb. (female), SRSF (I-�). 
Common Redpoll 

MC: 250, Clin.L, 29 Jan . (RC); 100, Joliet Arsenal, 18 Dec. 
(JM);  90, La Salle Co., 19 Dec. (CMk,JMk); 50, LCal, 3 1  Dec. 
(WM); 40, TBSP, 1 .Tan. (JN, DD et aL); 17, Rock ford, 20 Feb. 
(DW); 30, CBG, 26 Dec. (LB) .  Large numbers present at n .c .  IL 
feeders from tr.id-J ari. to mid-Feb . !'J u..TUerous feeders 1Nith over 
20 b irds present in early Feb. 

Pine Siskin 

MC: 1 00, all winter, Urbana (RC); 1 00, M.Arb, 19 Dec. (TB et 
al. ) ;  45, Spfld, 10 Dec. (DB) ;  25, Braidwood, 1 Jan. (JM). Few 
concentrations noled. 

American Goldfinch 

MC: 1 85, BondCo., 22 Jan. (KM); 30, Spfld, 5 Jan. (DB); 28, JP, 
21 Dec. (PC); 23, Wilmette, 1 8- 19  Feb. (EW). 

Evening Grosbeak 

MC: l lO, Saline Co., 3 Feb. (wintered) (JD) - (See Seasonal 

Highlight). Others: 22 Dec., Argo (Carroll Co.)(PP, DMo); 30 

Dec., Princeton (Bureau Co. )(PP, Krv'.iy, TITii); i5- 16  Jan . ,  
Mundelein (SD);  4 Feb ., SRSF (KR). 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow 

17 Dec. (2), Mercer Co. (PP, KMy, BB); 1 9  Dec., Clin.L ( *RC). 

Exotics: 

Blue-crowned Parakeet 

26 Dec., n.c. Cook Co. (DBr). 

Season 

WiNTER SEASON 
1 December - 28 February 

SPRING MIGRATION 
l March - 3 1  May 

BREEDING SE,ASON 
l June - 3 1  July 

FALL MIGRATION 
1 August - 30 November 

Send winter season notes to 

Date Reports due to 

FIELD NOTES EDITOR 

7 March 

7 June 

7 August 

7 December 

Robert Danley, 2201 Clay SLrccl, M urphysboro, IL 62966.  

Send fall and spring migration notes to 

Robert Chapel, 300 1 12 West California, Urbana, IL 0 1 80 1 .  
Send breeding season notes to 

Vernon M. Kleen, Avian Ecology Program, Natural 
HeritageDivision, 524 S. Second St. Springfield, IL 62706. 
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SUBSCRIPTION INFO RMATION 

Members of the Illinois Orni thological Society n;

ceive Meadowlark, the q umLerly journal, plus Wings Over 
The Prairie, U1e IOS newsleuer. Members are also invited 

to special field trips, the annual mccling, and other IOS 

functions. 

To join or send a gift subscription, send your name or 

that of the gift recipient, address, and telephone number 

along with fee to: 

IOS 

P.O. Box 1971 

Evanston, IL 60204- 1 97 1 .  

Back issues of Volume 1 ,  2 and 3 are still available 

for $5 each. 

Fees: Individual $20;  Family $30 ; Full-time student 

$ 10 ;  Contributor $50 - $99; S upporter $ 1 00 - $499; 

Sponsor $500. 

B I N OC U L A R S  R E PA I R E D 

ALL MAKES A N D  MODELS 
Estimates: No Cost or Obligation 

Herb Koehler - Owner 
Binocular Technician 44 years 

T E LE-O P T I CS 
5514 Lawrence Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60630 
(312) 283-7757 

fyrfnghou&�. begins where the 

travel brochures leave off. 
Read abou t  the real Sou thern Illinois: 

History, folklore, humor, recipes, and Ietters

always plenty of letters . 

One-year subscription (6 issues) $ 1 5.00 

$prlngbout.W 
P.O. 13ox 6 1  

Herod, IL 62947 
Tel . No. (6 18) 252-334 1 

SU BMISSION INFORMATION 

* We welcome manuscripls, photographs, and illustra
tions for possible pu blication in Meadowlark. 

* i\rlicle Lopics include unusual bird sigh Lings and nesl
ing accounts, Lechnical papers 011 bird research, and other 
articles such as bird finding guides and field identificalion 
tips. Joy of birding articles will be considered. 

* Manuscripts should be typewritten or compu ter-gener
ated, double spaced and on only one side of numbered pages. 
Please send two copies of your manuscript and make sure you 
keep another for yourself. 

* If you are able, subrnil a computer disc in ascii file or 
for Word Perfect 5 . 1 .  

* Include name, address, and day and night time phone 
numbers. Other pertinent informalion abou t  your qualifica
tions and background is also helpful. 

* We prefer clear black and while or color print pho lo
graphs. Color slides may also be acceptable. 

* We reserve Lhe right to review and edit articles accord
ing lo style, grammar, accuracy, and readability. 

10 Send articles, photographs, ar1d inquiries to: 

Sheryl De Vore, Chief Editor 
967 Braeburn, Mundelein, IL 60060. 
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Red-tailed Hawk, Springfield. 2 1  Dec. 1993. 
Phnto h.Y Dennis Oehmke . 
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